
NSS NewS, February 2020 9 

Expedition summary 
by Bill Steele

PESH 2019 Expedition Highlights:
• Four weeks of intense cave explo-

ration, mapping, and collecting of 
scientific data

• 42 participants made up of cavers, 
surface support people and Mexican 
scientists  (scheduled so there is a maxi-
mum of 30 people at a time)

• No accidents
• Made new friends among the Mazatec 

people
• Mapped over 10km (6.2 miles) of 

passages discovered this year. Sistema 
Huautla is now 89 km (55.3 miles) long 
with 29 entrances 

• Had five deep underground camps 
happen at the same time

• Supported Mexican cave scientists in 
the following fields:

A Mexican geology graduate student 
at Western Kentucky University, Fernando 
Hernandez, who is writing his thesis on the 
groundwater chemistry of Sistema Huautla. 
He did dye tracings and also caved hard. 

Many biological collections were made 
and the specimens have been delivered to 
the renowned biologist Dr. Oscar Francke in 
Mexico City. Dr; Francke received the 2018 
NSS Honorary Member Award. 

Mexican government paleontologist Dr. 
Ivan Alarcon spent a week with us and is 
planning to eventually collect a giant ground 
sloth skeleton next to where he has already 
collected the skull. We also discovered skulls 
of other Pleistocene megafauna this year in 
a cave.

We collected a stalagmite for paleocli-
mate dating and are working with a professor 
of geology and an expert in this field, Dr. 
Matthew Lachinet, with the University of 
Nevada at Las Vegas.

• Much work was done from Camp 3 
in the La Grieta section of Sistema 
Huautla, domes climbed, with work 
remaining to be done in 2020. 

• An underground camp was done at 
Camp 4, La Grieta, 700m deep, with 
Boiled Nuts Dome (100m+) sized up 
for climbing eventually. Acting on a 
hunch of Lee White’s, a nice upstream 
borehole passage was discovered at the 
“elbow” in lower La Grieta, Sotano de 
Agua de Carrizo section of Sistema 
Huautla (connected to the system in 
2018) named Blowhard Blvd. (after 
Lee White) and appears to be heading 
for Nita Nashi. Cavers were stopped 
by a waterfall they were not prepared 
to climb. 




