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tion during floods to destroy all the cave 
line placed during previous expeditions. 
Sadly though we did not find any other way 
on, and so we returned after finishing the 
survey. At this point we also came to the 
end of our expedition, and we knew it was 
going to take us several days to get all the 
staged bailout cylinders out of the cave and 
carry them to our vehicle. So while we found 
stunning cave passage during this expedition, 
the continuation of the main river towards 
Sistema Huautla still remains elusive, and we 
will have to return to keep searching.

The 2017 expedition
As soon as we arrived back in our 

respective home countries we started plan-
ning for a return in 2017. For this trip a few 
things changed. In 2017 Sandy and Dave did 
not return, but instead we had Connor Roe 
and Maxwell Fisher from the UK, and Matt 
Vinzant and Gilly Elor from the US, join us. 
The logistics for exploration changed a bit as 
well. Since the push trips to the end of the 
Passage of the Cheeky Monkey became very 
long, we planned to return to the Huautla 
Resurgence with small Lithium-powered 
scooters and dry tubes, with the intention 
of camping beyond sump 2 to increase the 
amount of time for exploration. This time 
Ernie, Gilly and I drove the truck from the 
US to Mexico, and everyone else arrived at 
varying times via public transport. Luckily 
this year no local politicians (we know of) 
were shot, but instead we “enjoyed” Mexican 
corruption at its finest. This was particularly 
exciting on the US-Mexico border when we 
were told by the senior border official that 
our truck is too heavy to be allowed into 
the country, but it would not be Mexico if 
not suddenly a Mexican turned up next to 
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Original Exploration and Mapping by:

1982 Pena Colorada Recon Expedition: 
Bill Stone, Pat Wiedeman, John Zumrick

1984 Pena Colorada Expedition: 
Gary Storrick

1994 San Agustin Expediton: 
Steve Porter, Noel Sloan, Bill Stone

1995 Rio Tuerto Expedition: 
Paul Heinerth, Jill Heinerth, Noel Sloan, 

Bill Stone, Barbara am Ende

2001 Inner Space Odyssey: 
Rick Stanton, Jason Mallinson

2016 Huautla Resurgence Expedition:
Andreas Klocker, Zeb Lilly, Chris Jewell, 

Sandy Varin, David Bardi

2017 Huautla Resurgence Expedition:
Andreas Klocker, Zeb Lilly, Chris Jewell, 

Connor Roe, Maxwell Fisher, Matt Vinzant

Length: 3,723 meters
Max Underwater Depth: 65 meters

Vertical Extent: 170 meters
 

Huautla Resurgence
Municipio de Mazatlan Villa de Flores

Oaxaca, Mexico

Drafted by Bill Stone: December 1, 2001
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