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PESH 2015 Expedition was a success. 
All of its objectives were met. Diplomatic 
relations with the locals progressed. Mexican 
scientists, biologists from UNAM (Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, the largest 
and most prestigious university in Mexico) 
and a paleontologist from INAH (Instituto 
Nacional de Antropología e Historia, an 
important government agency) participated 
and were very pleased with their results. They 
look forward to returning in 2016.

 
Importantly, there were no injuries. This 

sort of original cave exploration includes 
inherent dangers from floods if it rains, and 
unstable rocks when traversing passages 
never before entered. There was a flood of 
Sótano de San Agustín while cavers were 
in it, but they made it out without difficulty. 

When planning an expedition such as 
this one, objectives are stated beforehand 
and pursued, but what is really in the back 
of your mind is the hope that there will be 
a breakthrough, the discovery of some-
thing unexpected, something that thrills 
the participants and keeps the energy level 
high. Two years in a row, this has occurred. 
The discovery of Mexiguilla is exciting. Next 
year will see the exploration, mapping, and 
photography of it. PESH is two years into a 
ten-year plan, with good momentum.
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Photo: Derek Bristol tops out above Red Ball Falls. Photo by Kasia Biernacka, who also has 
photos at www.kasiabiernacka.com. Photographer Liz Rogers also has a web site for her 
photos at www.lizrogersphotography.com, and two blog narratives about the expedition. 
Photographer Stephen Eginoire also has photos and recent blog entries about this expedition 
at www.stepheneginoire.com/blog.  
The official PESH Web site is at www.peshcaving.org


