Going up the 90-meter pit is faster.
rebelays were removed. Dany will
direct the operations from the top of
the pit. Jean-Pierre is responsible for
keeping Cuber out of the waterfall.
Philippe and i will accompany the
stretcher, while Guy directs a tricky
maneuver that will require the

are down to four Belgians, plus Mike
and three Poles. For the past few
hours, we’ve been hearing rumors
that the Americans have arrived in
Huautla to assist in the rescue, but
we haven’t seen anyone arrive.
Another rebelay is passed. we
must be close to –300 meters.

munication is impossible, and two
protrusions prevent us from seeing
the stretcher from above. in spite of
that, the maneuver goes quite well
until the moment when the rope gets
caught without our understanding
why. Philippe, near the stretcher,
also notices that it stopped. But the
shouts from both sides are lost in
the roar of the waterfall. the reason
for the sudden stop is finally found.
tired as we all are, the guys at the
bottom forgot to check for knots
on the haul rope. A knot has gotten
lodged in the pulley. Jean-Claude,
who finally realizes this, is forced to
hold the entire weight of the stretcher
on his tether to make the knot pass
through. the ascent continues. As
it turns out, there is even a second
knot, which i help with. Finally,
Józef appears; he has not withstood
this session well. Drenched in spite
of the protection and Jean-Pierre’s
efforts to keep him more or less out
of the waterfall, he is in sad shape,
exhausted, chilled to the bone and
shivering. two pits still separate
us from Camp i. realizing this, we
feel a moment of panic. A shouting
match ensues. we all lose patience,
shout orders in all directions. Only
Mike remains phlegmatic.
then everything quiets down.
everyone spontaneously takes up
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