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were able to de-kit and safely stow 
our gear to see what lay beyond. 
We first swam in a deep-water canal 
of crystal-clear, fast-flowing water 
between flowstone walls below a 
stalactite-decorated ceiling, then the 
water shallowed and we could walk 
downstream to a huge stalagmite 
and squeeze around it to the left, 
along with the water, into a huge 
borehole passage beyond. Here the 
water cascaded vertically down a 
fissure on the right wall, and ledges 
led up to the right to enter a large 
high-level ongoing passage.

On day 29 of the three-month ex-
pedition, we had passed the initial, 
primary target of the expedition, 
Sump 4, and found continuing dry 
cave beyond, dropping deeper into 
the earth. we were, to say the least, 
ecstatic. After filming all we had 
found, we returned to our dive gear, 
kitted up, and made a very enjoy-
able return dive along our own line, 
filming enroute, to the Sump 4 dive 
base. there we dekitted and returned 
to Camp 4, having been away for 
fourteen hours, for a double dinner 
and several coffees. when we tele-
phoned base camp with our great 
news, there was now a lot to con-
sider. the sump, hoped to be short 
and straightforward, had turned 
out to be 510 meters long, posing 

logistics challenges for continuing 
exploration, so we needed to head 
out and be debriefed to allow the 
whole team to decide the best way 
forward.

Of course heading out was not 
as simple as it sounds. the day 

after the push dive that passed Sump 
4 we had to disassemble the Mkvi 
rebreathers into three manageable 
loads and then carry all the gear 
back through the 1 kilometer of cave 
to the downstream side of Sump 2. 
this took a whole day, after which 
we spent a final night at Camp 4 and 
left early in the morning for the dive 
out, with empty food containers, flat 
batteries, and trash, to be met by our 
support team, who not only quickly 
hauled our gear from the dive plat-
form to the rock bridge above, but 
also had a pot of fresh, hot coffee 
on the go for us—especially appre-
ciated, as we had run out of stove 
fuel beyond the sump and been on 
water and food bars for the last two 
days—along with cheese, sausage, 
and salmon jerky. then, after a night 
at Camp 3 and a night at Camp 2A, 
we reached the surface four days 
after the push in Sump 4.

the morning after our exit, Bill 
called a dive-team meeting to dis-
cuss a new plan in light of what 

we had found. Fortunately, as the 
meeting took a while, our support 
team continually delivered pancakes 
with maple syrup and coffee to me; 
they said that after nineteen days 
underground i looked like a POw. 
the end result was that we would 
revert to Florida-style diving tactics 
in dealing with this sump, using 
the dive line for reference only and 
swimming lighter, neutrally buoyant 
loads of essential equipment through 
to explore the cave beyond. we 
would now take just enough equip-
ment to continue exploration, make 
hot food and drinks, and establish 
an emergency bivouac beyond the 
sump, rather than the original plan 
to run a thick haul-line and telephone 
cable through Sump 4 and establish a 
Camp 5. with those logistics-driven 
changes we were back in business.

Before a return trip beyond the 
sump could be mounted, however, 
we needed to all camps resupply 
with food and charged batteries, 
including Camp 4 beyond Sump 2. 
to facilitate this, we agreed that after 
a team had delivered the necessary 
supplies throughout the cave as far 
as Sump 2, Bill Stone and Dominic 
Graczyk, as support divers, would 
do a resupply trip through Sump 2 
to Camp 4 and Sump 4 with all gear 
required for forward exploration. 


