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countless outcrops in the fields and surrounding jungle. 
We found only one cave of any size, Cueva de Avery. We 
quickly sketched it and headed back to town for lunch. 
After lunch that afternoon we decided to move north 
of town to the see the large, unexplored cave. When we 
arrived it turned out that the cave was only about 200 
meters from the spring we had seen the day before. It 
is located at the edge of a cow pasture. We did a quick 
initial exploration that afternoon and decided to come 
back over the next couple of days to fully explore and 
map the cave. 

The next day we drove back and did a thorough 
exploration of the cave and began to map it. Our guide 
and interpreter took to caving very well and helped us 
with the exploration and mapping. The cave ended up 
being a little over 450 meters long and was a combina-
tion of dry and water-filled swimming passages. The 
swimming passage in one area started from a bank that 
was so muddy that one had to practically wallow in mud 
to get into the water. We nicknamed the place Muddy 
Beach and decided to call the cave Cueva de Playas. 
There was little in the way of cave formations, but the 
swimming sections of the cave were quite interesting. 

Sean Beach climbs out of Casi Cueva, Los Liberales, Vera-
cruz. Jon Beach.

were granted access to explore their lands. 
The next day we drove back to Los Liberales and met 

up with the teenagers. They took us to an area south 
of the town that had a number of very old limestone 
outcrops that contained the remnants of old caves. The 
limestone appeared to have been exposed for so long 
that it looked like swiss cheese, with cracks and small 
passages everywhere. We spent the morning exploring 

In one room, dubbed Rocky Beach, there 
is another access to the swimming passage. 
Looking down into the deep water we could 
clearly see a lower level to the cave below 
the water table, with what clearly looked 
like large passage running perpendicularly 
to the upper passage we were in. After two 
full days of caving there remained a few 
unexplored leads that weren’t pushed either 
due to time limits or instability of break-
down in the passages. We produced a quick 
sketch map of the system that won’t win 
any awards, but at least shows the general 
outline of the passage. 

In March 2013 we returned to the area, 
this time via Minatitlán in southern Vera-
cruz. It reduced the drive time from the 
airport to La Chinantla from nine to three 
hours. We were also able to time our trip to 
be in La Chinantla for five and a half days. 
We spent the entire time in the same valley 
as Cueva de Playas. 

For this trip we brought a Microsoft 
Kinect with us to test a new system for 
creating 3-D maps of caves. Each morning 
we completed the hour-and-a-half drive 
from La Chinantla to Los Liberales and 
then spent an hour or two experimenting 


