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A unique group of student researchers with a variety
of interests, from botany to caving to theatre arts, have
Cueva delThis
Cañón
one unifying goal: bat conservation.
spring, a team
of three [Texas] A&M students
will head to Mexico
Mpo. Bustamante
to conduct research on a species of bat known as the
Nuevo León
Mexican long-nosed bat.
AMCS
Activities
Newsletter
36, p.her
8,
Ph.D.
student
Emma Gomez,
who received
master of science degree in environmental management,
will lead the research team. She will leave in April and

Park Zoo, Jimenez plans to do small, interactive skits in one of the towns near the caves
to teach children and their parents about the
bats that live in that area.
Rachel Saker, a senior wildlife and fisheries
and vertebrate zoology double major, has been
caving with the Aggie Speleological Society
for more than a year. Her interests in caving
and bat biology are the main reasons she was
chosen for the team. Saker’s area of research
pertains to the foraging habits of the bats in
Laguna de Sánchez. With help from the rest
of the team, she will be netting bats at ranges
of 20, 40 and 50 kilometers from the cave and
tagging them with different UV powders that
react under black light. During the day, they
will go into the caves and try to find the bats
that are tagged. Based on the UV colors they
find most often, the team will be able to determine how far the bats forage during the night,
as well as the possibility of other roosting
places. Source: http://www.thebatt.com/students
-research-team-to-further-conservation-aware
ness-of-bats-in-mexico-1.2983763.
Philip Russell (William Russell’s brother) recently
visited Bustamante. He spoke with Sr. Martín Rico, the
superintendent of the Grutas de Bustamante Park. Sr.
Rico said that he would roll out the welcome mat for
any cavers who wanted to come visit the cave. Sr. Rico
2013
can be contacted at phone number 8291010143. Source:
Bill Russell, 12 March 2013
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