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A unique group of student researchers with a variety 
of interests, from botany to caving to theatre arts, have 
one unifying goal: bat conservation. This spring, a team 
of three [Texas] A&M students will head to Mexico 
to conduct research on a species of bat known as the 
Mexican long-nosed bat.

Ph.D. student Emma Gomez, who received her 
master of science degree in environmental management, 
will lead the research team. She will leave in April and 
stay in Mexico through August. Her major focus is the 
habitat conditions of the Mexican long-nosed bat in 
its northern range.

Mexican long-nosed bats eat nectar and migrate to 
follow the blooming of the agave plants, which serve 
as their main food source. The agave plants play an 
important role in the ecosystem and have other uses, 
such as tequila production. The bats pollinate the agave 
and help diversify the genetic makeup of the plants.

Based on the location of the agave plants, it is pos-
sible to predict potential roosting sites of the bat. Gomez 
hopes to find some of these sights and protect them.

The social aspect of the project will be tackled 
by Citlally Jimenez, an undergraduate who is double 
majoring in wildlife and fisheries and theatre arts. 
She will be spending her time in Mexico raising bat 
conservation awareness through theatre performance.

Inspired by the Wildlife Theatre in the Central 

Park Zoo, Jimenez plans to do small, interac-
tive skits in one of the towns near the caves 
to teach children and their parents about the 
bats that live in that area.

Rachel Saker, a senior wildlife and fisheries 
and vertebrate zoology double major, has been 
caving with the Aggie Speleological Society 
for more than a year. Her interests in caving 
and bat biology are the main reasons she was 
chosen for the team. Saker’s area of research 
pertains to the foraging habits of the bats in 
Laguna de Sánchez. With help from the rest 
of the team, she will be netting bats at ranges 
of 20, 40 and 50 kilometers from the cave and 
tagging them with different UV powders that 
react under black light. During the day, they 
will go into the caves and try to find the bats 
that are tagged. Based on the UV colors they 
find most often, the team will be able to deter-
mine how far the bats forage during the night, 
as well as the possibility of other roosting 
places. Source: http://www.thebatt.com/students 
-research-team-to-further-conservation-aware 
ness-of-bats-in-mexico-1.2983763.

Philip Russell (William Russell’s brother) recently 
visited Bustamante. He spoke with Sr. Martín Rico, the 
superintendent of the Grutas de Bustamante Park. Sr. 
Rico said that he would roll out the welcome mat for 
any cavers who wanted to come visit the cave.  Sr. Rico 
can be contacted at phone number 8291010143. Source: 
Bill Russell, 12 March 2013

OAXACA
Cueva Rey Condoy, at San Isidro Huayapan east of 

Oaxaca City, was discovered by cavers when Jason and 
Tamara Ballensky visited the town in January 2011. The 
cave, with its long and well-decorated river passage, had 
been familiar to the local people, and it had been gated 
in 2004 to avoid looting. The cave contains pottery and 
human bones. The Ballenskys returned in December 
with Elliot Stahl, Philip Rykwalder, and Rob Spangler. 
On this trip, the cave was photographed and surveyed, 
and the numerous large mud sculptures were noted. 
These make the cave one of the most notable archaeo-
logical finds in recent years. INAH archaeologist Marcus 
Winter attributes the sculptures to the Mixe-Zoque 
cultures and estimates their date at Late Preclassic, 
approximately 200 BC. The local people have become 
even more protective of the cave, with preservation 
as the primary goal, and perhaps ecotourism in the 


