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evidencias de presencia humana.

Cueva de las Jarillas
Esta cavidad es bastante amplia, y guarda uno de los 

conjuntos de casas más grandes de la región de Madera. 
Es el único sitio del pueblo del Valle del Hongo que estaba 
registrado previamente, en 1990.1 Yo la exploré en noviembre 
de 1997 y verdaderamente me sorprendió su vista. Desde 
afuera no es fácil de ver, a pesar de su gran tamaño, debido 
a que su entrada se encuentra resguardada por un denso 
bosque de encinos.

La cavidad tiene aproximadamente 40 metros de frente 
por 10 de fondo, aunque hay una parte que alcanza los 15 
metros. Contaba con 20 recintos cuando menos, en tres pisos, 
de los cuales la mayoría se encuentran en buen estado de 

back there is a small hole used to receive water that leaked 
from the roof. In the south wall are cave paintings.

Cueva frente al Sol and Cueva del Valle del Hongo
In front of the Cueva del Sol, on the other side of the 

Hongo arroyo, is a cavity showing evidence of occupation, 
but not of houses. Almost at the end of Valle del Hongo, near 
from where the brook flows into the arroyo of Las Jarillas, 
we located another cavity of small dimensions, 4 meters to 
the back and 2.5 meters wide; it is the Cueva del Valle del 
Hongo. It has only one room, which occupies the entire 
cave. The entrance has an adobe wall with a doorway; this 
defines the room.

The Jarillas “colony”
This zone is in one of the rocky sides of the little canyon 

of Las Jarillas, 2 kilometers above its junction with the Río 
Chico. This “colony” has two caves, Cueva de las Jarillas 
and another one that we never named because it has little 
evidences of human presence.

Cueva de las Jarillas
This cave is ample enough and guards one of the biggest 

collections of houses in the Madera region. It is the only 
site in the Valle del Hongo that was previously registered, 
in 1990.1 I explored it in November 1997, and the sight of 
it truly surprised me. From the outside is not easy to see, 
despite its large size, due to a forest of oaks covering its 
entrance.
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