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rapids that have to be climbed around, 
to a skylight, but the cave continues 
unexplored beyond (Figure 7).

Cueva de El Tirantes: Small cave 278 
meters long (Figure 8). It is located in 
the back “patio” of the “El Gavilán” 
restaurant on the Naolinco road, near 
the town of La Virgen, Municipio de 
Jilotepec, and was named in honor of 
the owner, a former AAA Wrestling 
referee. Unfortunately, one of the pas-
sages receives waste from bathrooms 
located above.

Cueva de La Higuera: This tube is 
relatively narrow but quite long at 625 
meters. It has been explored to a break-
down choke but it may continue beyond 
(Figure 9). The entrance is in front of 
the “El Gavilán” restaurant, south of 
the previous cave. Both these caves are 
also known as Cueva de La Virgen, the 
name of the nearest town.

Cueva de Tengonapa: This lava tube is 
located near the town of the same name, 
in the Municipio of Tlacolula. It has been 
surveyed for 477 meters between two 
skylight entrances, but continues beyond 
in both directions (Figure 10). The up-
per portion contains two paralel and 
superposed tubes that lower down merge 
into a canyon shaped master tube over 
10 meters in height. In the upper levels 
trash and vegetation from floods can be 
found, and locals relate that during the 

Figure 6. Plan and profile of Cueva del Río Huichila.

Figure 7. The Huichila River under one of the skylights in the 
cave. 


