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La Cueva Cuata and La Madriguera 
de los Lobos are the only lava tubes 
surveyed in the Mexican state of Jalisco 
and so far the only lava tubes reported 
in Western Mexico (Jalisco, Colima 
and Nayarít). The caves are situated in 
CerroTequilizinta, 52 kms northwest of 
Guadalajara, in a canyon wall overlook-
ing the Santiago River, at N20°55′08.3″ 
W103°45′11.6″. Both caves are in the 
Rio Santiago alkali basalts, which are 
from 1.3 to 0.4 million years old Their 
approximate location in Mexico is shown 
in Figure 1.

Cuata Cave
Cuata cave is 280.79 m long with pas-
sages varying in height from 1.9 m to 
.25 m and ranging in width from 15 m 
to 1 m. A map of the cave is shown in 
Figure 2.

Members of Grupo Espeleológico 
Zotz first investigated this cave in early 
1990 and surveyed it during the same 
year. The cave can be reached via a 
paved road from Amatitán to the pueblo 
of Chome, after which dirt roads lead 
to a tequila distillery called La Taberna. 

From here it is necessary to hike north-
west for one hour along a narrow trail 
which leads to La Barranca de Santa 
Rosa. La Cueva Cuata is one of numer-
ous caves in a wall of a precipice on the 
south side of the Santiago River and at 
least 100 m above the river bed. Care 
must be taken in order to climb up to 
the cave entrance, but no gear or rigging 
are required (see Fig. 3).

The cave entrance is protected by a 
low, man-made wall at the very edge of 
the precipice. The entrance room, shown 
in Figure 4, is nearly 2 m high, 20 m long 
and 8 m wide. Dry, powdery sediment 
of an unknown depth covers the floor 
of this room. A seven-tiered, man-made 
religious altar of recent origin is found 
against the north wall of the room. This 
was placed here by a sect which believed 
this cave would be one of seven sites 
spared at the end of the world. A low 
passage connects this room to another 
entrance in the precipice wall.

Figure 1. Location of Cuata and Madriguera de los Lobos Caves in Mexico.

Figure 2. Map of Cuata Cave.

Figure 3. The approach to Cuata Cave 
requires an exposed climb high above the 
Santiago River.


