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                            Cueva del Diablo
Santo Domingo, Mpo. Tepoztlán
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Figure 74: Plan map of Cueva del Diablo
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Figure 72: Progresive growth of levees separates the canyon shaped master tube
into two superposed tubes, Cueva del Diablo, Tepoztlán

Figure 73: Large master tube in Cueva del Diablo

Cueva del Diablo
This cave is located at the middle portion of the main flow, and consists of a main passage,

Galería de los Cañones, which is interpreted to be part of the master tube because of its canyon
shape and the levees that split it into superposed passages (Figure 72). A complex series of
upper level tributary passages join the main tube.

Although the conspicuous red lava flow that occupies most of the master tube in the upper
caves is here absent, most probably because it never reached this far, the size of the main passage
confirms that it is part of the master tube that fed this part of the flow (Figure 73). The walls of
the master tube have almost no lining left, as it seems to have collapsed during activity, so the
multiple or compound lava flow containing the cave is clearly visible, made up of numerous
small lava toes or tongues. Most of the smaller anastomosing tubes at a higher level still preserve
their linings.

A total of 2,020 m of passages were surveyed in this tube (Figure 74). This cave is still used
by local villagers for religious rituals in honor of the devil, involving the sacrifice of chicken or
other small animals.
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