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Figure 70: Plan map of Cueva de la Tubería, Sistema Tlacotenco

Figure 71: Steeply sloping passage in Cueva de la Tubería, Sistema Tlacotenco

Cueva de la Tubería. The lowermost cave in Sistema Tlacotenco, it is also the simplest in
plan, consisting of a single, unitary tube for most of its length of 428 meters (Figure 70). It ows
its morphology to the increased slope of the lava flow as it cascaded over the Tepoztlán hills,
shown in the vertical extent reached (116 m). The passage is mostly of small dimensions although
with a very notorious bench with breadcrust cooling cracks (Figure 71). Its upper entrance was
an open skylight during activity, as evidenced by the levee all around it and the large plunge-
pool room below it.
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