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Figure 48: Plan of Cueva del Potrero.

Cueva del Potrero. A small cave, not connected with Sistema Chimalacatepec, but so close
to it that both are shown on the same map (Figure 45). The entrance is also a skylight that was
open during activity, as shown by a levee around the entrance pitch of 16 meters. Two parallel
passages can be followed downflow to terminations in ash/soil blockages. The western passage
has some anastomosing side tunnels (Figure 48). Although development of this cave is
semiparallel to the Gran Cañón of Chimalacatepec and very close to it, its origin is probably
related to an overflow of the master tube and is genetically related more closely to Sistema
Tlacotenco, described below.

Sistema Tlacotenco Group
Formed by 12 different caves developed inside a compound lava flow that was emitted by

the master tube, possibly from skylights above the present entrance of Cueva del Árbol, and
which flowed southwest along the present day town of San Juan Tlacotenco. The compound
character of the flow can be readily observed in the railway cuts below the town. As the flow
reached the prominent peaks of the Sierra de Tepoztlán, it subdivided into different tongues as
it surrounded the peaks and entered narrow canyons eroded into the volcanic agglomerates that
form the Sierra de Tepoztlán. The tube system is a complex network of anastomosing lava
tubes, although in the upper portions a main tube, larger than the rest, is discernible and in
places it is canyon shaped or has superposed levels (Cueva de Marcelo), but its character is
quickly lost downflow as the tube subdivides into many smaller tubes (Cueva de la Iglesia). As
the flow reaches Cerro Tepozteco it divides into two branches. The eastern branch is the steepest,
and all the tubes heading towards it concentrated into a single, unbranched tube (Cueva de la
Tubería), while the western branch remains with a moderate slope and continues to have many
parallel and anastomosing tubes (as seen in Cueva del Ferrocarril and Cueva del Capulín). All
the caves are genetically linked, but collapses, ash/soil fills and/or breakdown blockages have
separated the tube system into the today known caves. A total of 16,032 m of passages have
been surveyed in this system along a 301 m difference in height, mostly under constructions and
streets of the town of San Juan Tlacotenco (Figures 49 to 51).
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