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Figure 43: Cross section of the Terminal Gallery, Sistema Chimalacatepec.

Figure 47: Plan of the Southern Portion, Sistema Chimalacatepec.
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Las Repisas, follows. The floor is covered with large collapsed fragments of lava lining or
collapsed wall levees. The scars of these collapses show several superposed linings, representing
many episodes of succesive emptying and refilling of the master tube.
The collapses end abruptly at the beginning of the Terminal Gallery, which is 15 meters in
diameter, partially filled by the red A’a lava forming the floor. The levees dissapear under this
lava, which also has contraction cracks (Figure 43) which formed by the last movements of the
lava flow. A bifurcation is reached, where another archeological find, consisting of three incense
burning pots with hollow handles and 4 earthenware pots placed on top of the remains of a
fireplace (Figure 44). The passage to the right ends after only 20 meters, filled to the ceiling by
the red A’a lava flow, while the main passage to the left continues for 50 meters in large dimensions
to a large lava sump, where the ceiling and floor join. A third archeological find, consisting of
two incense burning pots, with especially embroidered handles, and 10 earthenware pots, again
placed over the remains of a fireplace, was found in the final chamber.
With 201 meters in vertical extent and a total of 1,388 meters of surveyed passages, Sistema
Chimalacatepec is the deepest lava tube explored in Continental America. Including Cueva del
Árbol, the master tube can be traced over a total vertical extent of nearly 300 meters.
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