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collapsed levees and/or linings. The scars left by this collapses show several overlapping lava
linings, showing that the master tube was emptied and refilled several times during activity. The
lower level of Cueva del Árbol underlies El Gran Cañón for the first hundred meters (Figure
41).
El Gran Cañón is interrupted by a collapse towards a lower level, although the continuation
of the upper level is visible on the other side. Squeezing between collapse blocks towards the
lower level (Paso de Sergio), it is possible to enter a continuation of the passage, called El
Cañón de Corto Alcance. It is up to 15 meters high but less than 5 meters wide, and has an

Figure 41: Cross section of El Gran Cañón,
Sistema Chimalacatepec.
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Figure 42: Cross-section of El Cañón de Corto
Alcance, Sistema Chimalacatepec

46

irregular cross-section, since the outwards growth of linings and wall levees partially refilled
the passage (Figure 42). This section of the cave ends where the wall linings on both sides of the
passage join together, leaving only a very tight hole at floor level, El Esfinter, less than 30 cm
high and wide and floored with A’a lava, through which a howling wind is felt.
Central Portion. After crawling through El Esfinter the explorer reaches El Cañón Inferior,
Figure 45: Plan of the Northern Portion, Sistema Chimalacatepec.
almost
meters high,
but it soon degenerates into two to three superposed levels separated by
Sistema Chimalacatepec, 20
northern
part
prominent wall levees, partially collapsed in places (Figure 46). After about 100 meters a small
Tlacotenco, Mpo.
roomTepoztlán
is reached, Paso del Tango, where an upper level separates from the one we are following.
Climbing into it and following it downflow another climb is reached, Paso de la Escalera.
Morelos
Although the middle level we were following is blocked, the climb allows access to an overlying
Lava Tubes of the Suchiooc Volcano,
p.reaches
43-44,46,
tunnelMexico,
which soon
the base2006
of the 15 m high skylight of Cueva Iztaxiatla, which is the
usual entrance to this part of the cave. The downflow continuation of all this superposed levels
is blocked and inaccesible.

