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Amatlán lava flow
The easternmost lava flow of Suchiooc contains three caves. The upper one is very isolated,

while the other two, much lower in the flow, are only separated by a collapse. A few surface
collapses which do not give access to any enterable cave are also known, and they mark the
supposed path of the feeder tube. All of the caves are of larger dimensions than the caves in the
Tepemecac flow, and show evidence of development of at least two superposed levels, but the
size is smaller than the Chimalacatepec master tube described further ahead. A total of 723
meters of tubes are known in this flow.

Cueva de Cuauctepcac. The highest cave of the flow, it is entered through a 16 m deep
hornito, or skylight that was open during activity, as is evidenced by a large levee around its
entire rim. The upflow passage is divided into two superposed levels which are soon blocked.
Downflow a large lava ball closes the passage, leaving only a crawlway underneath through
which a large but short passage is reached, and in which human bones were found (Figure 28).

Cuevas Amatlán and Retirada. These caves are only separated by a breakdown blockage.
They both contain superposed levels separated by a large set of wall levees. Where the levees
are not large enough to join and separate the passage into two superposed levels, the passage is
shaped like a canyon, vertically elongated. Breakdown blocks in the floor are mostly made up
of fragments of old levees and/or wall linings, as evidenced by their surface textures and vesicle
patterns on the broken surfaces. Retirada cave also contains a large segment that is decorated by
secondary mineralization in the form of drip stalactites and stalagmites, possibly of precipitated
Calcite, although no specialized studies have been made on the mineralogy of these deposits,
which could include Opal and/or other silicates. Passage dimensions are usually larger than in
the Tepemecac flow tubes, but smaller than in the Chimalacatepec flow (Figure 29).

Figure 28: Cueva de Cuauctepcac

34


