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Cueva de Aucomolijia. The entrance to this cave is a small orifice at the top of a collapsed
tumulus. It gives access to the only passage of the cave, which is another segment of the tube
that formed the higher caves of Tepemecac and Barreto. Upflow, the passage can be followed
for only forty meters, to where a late A’a flow plugs the passage. The front of this late flow can
be seen 15 meters before the blockage.

Downflow the passage is mostly floored with ash/soil until reaching El Paso de Rafael, a
low crawl caused by a lava dam of rafted blocks, which are only visible after going through the
crawlway, which looks like a normal ash/soil blockage. From there the passage is floored by a
lava flow transitional between A’a and pahoehoe. After a hundred meters a collapse dome is
found, with prominent wall levees around it. The blocks below the dome are partly welded and
have much less volume than the missing rock in the dome, suggesting that this dome was
formed during activity, and most of the collapse blocks were rafted further downtube by the
flowing lava.

Fifty meters later another collapse dome is found, but the absence of primary structures
suggests this dome formed after activity ceased. A final short passage after the second collapse
dome ends in an ash/soil fill, but includes a large fragment of collapsed wall lining encased in
the floor flow. Total length of Cueva de Aucomolijia is 343 meters (Figure 27)

Figure 27: Cueva de Aucomolijia
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