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1500 m where a lake often overflows in the
wet season into a deep and complex cave
called Sótano de la Joya de Salas.

It is suggested that significant cave de-
velopment in the El Abra limestone will be
found wherever the rainfall exceeds about
600 to 800 mm in the region. Some caves
and solutional enlargement of fractures and

Figure 6.26. Maps of Las Cuevas and El Nacimiento del Río Coy.

bedding planes should be found in the drier
areas. The importance of caves to the hy-
drology of the region is indicated by the
above examples. Although more are known,
they will not be described here, except to
mention one other area. The area north and
west of Jalpan lies near the southwestern
margin of the Platform in a moderate rain-

fall zone (Figure 4.3). Caves and pits are
very well developed there, including one
collapse pit called Sótano del Rancho Barro
that is larger than the Golondrinas shaft.
Some additional information on caves in
the region can be found in Bonet (1953b),
Russell and Raines (1967), Raines, ed.
(1968), and Mitchell et al. (1977).
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