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6.3.8. Sótano and Cueva de los Monos

Cueva and Sótano de los Monos are lo-
cated east of Sótano de la Tinaja (Los
Sabinos area) near the middle of the crest.
They lie in the northeastern corner of a
closed basin of about one-fourth square
kilometer area. The datum for the survey
(Figure 6.16) has an elevation of about 465
m.

Cueva de los Monos is an old phreatic
cave at the top of a big pit. It is explorable
for about 60 m and consists of two rooms.
The lower one, Crystal Chamber, has sev-
eral pockets of large calcite crystals (6 cm
across) for which the room is named. It
appears that the cave was formed under
water filled conditions, then calcite depos-
ited on the walls and in pockets (possibly
under water because of the size and clarity
of the crystals), only to be later partially
redissolved, forming “phreatic” pockets in
the crystals. Some time later, large masses
of flowstone and stalagmite were deposited.
Some of these have petroglyphs of mon-
keys, coatis, deer, and people. The name
mono means monkey, but it also means
mimic—the glyphs mimic animals and
people. Holes in the floor below the glyphs
connect to the bottom of the main pit. Up-
per Chamber is reached by climbing up a
steep slope at the back of Crystal Chamber. It
is well decorated by large old stalactites that
have superb examples of re-solution (Plate
6.21) and by a younger generation of small
stalactites. The room is 2 to 3 m high and
may continue beyond the sediment block
at the far end. There are several domes (in-
lets?) that may have supplied the material
for at least 1.5 m of clastic fill which has Figure 6.13. Map of Cueva de Taninul Number 4.

Plate 6.16. The nearly circular entrance passage to
Zimapán. It is 30 m in diameter. A large column partially
blocks the passage.

Plate 6.17. A 20 m high stalagmite barrier across the end of
the entrance passage in Zimapán. Ponded water has
dissolved a hole through the base.
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