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6.2.6. Ventana Jabalí

Ventana Jabalí is located 18 km NW of
Tamuín. The large entrance is the most con-
spicuous of the east face caves (Plate 6.7)
and lies about two-thirds of the way up the
scarp at about 350 m elevation. The cave
has been mined extensively for phosphate
and guano, and it is well known among cave

explorers for its spectacular size and sky-
lights. It deserves to be equally well known
among karst geomorphologists for its deep
phreatic solution features. Figure 6.7 is a
map of Ventana Jabalí, modified slightly
from one published in Russell and Raines
(1967, p. 77), Figure 6.8 is a profile drawn
in this study, and Plates 6.7–6.10 show
various views of the cave.

The cave is a single immense passage
380 m long and 15 to 20 m wide, oriented
generally perpendicular to the scarp. It lies
entirely within the unbedded reef facies of
the El Abra limestone. An extraordinary
ceiling profile was created by solution up-
ward along joints under completely water-
filled conditions (see profile). Near the
middle of the cave a phreatic dome extends

Figure 6.6. Map of Cueva de la Ceiba.
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