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4.18: ACTUN NA IN-TATICH

Actun Na in-Tatich (“cave of the house of my
grandfather”) is a dry rockshelter site located 1.4 km
southwest of the community of San Antonio Nuevo
and 3 km west of the site of San Cosme. This cave
closely resembles Actun Maas and Actun Xux in terms
of morphology. However, a deep, continuous alcove
encircles the entire periphery of the sinkhole. Access
into the sinkhole requires the negotiation of a 3 m drop
from the overhanging lip.

The mound beneath the entrance appears to have
been modified and sections of retaining walls or ter-
races are visible under the vegetation and forest litter.
In the western portion of the alcove is a recessed
area, which is flanked by two, now-dry flowstone

formations and vaguely demarcated by a line of stones.
A tiny portal in the back wall of the alcove leads to an
open yet inaccessible cavity. According to the local
guides who accompanied me, this miniature “cave
within a cave” is said to be the home of an alux
(goblin).

Other than dry-stone masonry, no evidence of cul-
tural activity was observed. Unfortunately, my visit
to the cave was brief and I did not have the opportu-
nity to conduct a more detailed investigation. The sur-
faces of such rockshelters are often obscured and only
by clearing them of vegetation and debris can one
obtain a more complete picture of the archaeology.

4.19: CAVE N-3 (UNNAMED)

This tiny cave is located 40–50 m west of Actun
Zodz. It is essentially a dry, roughly circular
rockshelter measuring 3 m in diameter and 1.5 m from
floor to ceiling. The broad, arching entrance provides

Figure 4.17.1. Profile of Actun Xux.

Figure 4.17.2. Haltunes in Actun Xux.

also observed in this small alcove, but did
not appear to have been altered in any way.

Actun Xux was no doubt a favorable
(albeit limited) speleothem collection site
in the past. Countless stumps of small sta-
lactites are visible across the ceiling. Only
a few sherds were observed on the cave
floor. Many are no doubt obscured by the
accumulation of soil, forest litter, and bat
guano that covers the majority of the al-
cove floor. As is the case with most
rockshelter sites, their ease of access and
illuminated environs facilitates casual
looting.

Figure 4.19.1. Sketch of
cross image from N-3 Cave.


