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 To the southeast of the Operation 1 is
a smaller alcove (Operation 2). Here, a
haltun was positioned beneath the drip line.
The floor of the small chamber was thor-
oughly survey but no pottery was observed.
Similarly, the small alcove (Operation 3)
located across the sinkhole was devoid of
any cultural material.

Lot Descriptions

A total of eight sherd clusters or con-
centrations were point-plotted and collected
in the main alcove (see figure 4.16.2). All
appear to be associated with the flow-
stone formation and the possible offertory
feature located beneath it. The remain-
ing sherds scattered across the floor were
assigned to arbitrary lots, which were mea-
sured radially (in 1 m intervals) from the
offertory feature. Though the alcove floor
is essentially free of soil and forest litter,
it is possible that a number of sherds were
obscured by the layer of loose rubble and
were therefore overlooked. All the mate-
rial collected is tabulated in table 4.16.1.

Clusters E, F, G, and H consist almost
entirely of Chen Mul Modeled effigy censer
fragments (see chapter 5 for illustrations).
Partial reconstructions suggest that the
collection represents at least one, but pos-
sibly two, censers. Censer elements and
components include an ear spool, triangu-

Table 4.16.1. Actun Maas ceramic collection.

Figure 4.16.1. Map and profile of Actun Maas.

flowstone formation. Beneath this formation and
against the back wall of the alcove is an artificial
pavement of stones that encircle a small cleared area.
Directly above the flowstone formation is a natural
chimney-like shaft that turns 90 degrees and exits at a
point along the wall of the sinkhole above the alcove’s
drip line (see profile in figure 4.16.1). Additionally, a
narrow horizontal niche extends into the alcove wall
directly behind the flowstone formation. A substantial
dry-stone wall partly encloses the alcove. The ceramic
deposits found within the alcove are discussed below.

lar appendages, a complete intermediate base, and a
nearly complete pedestal base. An isolated rim sherd
found near cluster F likely belonged to the same
censer(s). Similarly, the five sherds in cluster H form
the rim-to-basal-break of the same censer(s) and may
correspond to the isolated rim sherd. The large rim
section from cluster H is interesting in that a thick
layer of carbonized material (perhaps copal residue)
is adhered to the interior surface. The exterior exhib-
its areas of well-preserved stucco and blue pigment
(as does the ear spool). Entirely absent is the effigy


