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by the thick later of sediment.
A roughly pyramidal structure is located approxi-

mately 20 m north of the cave entrance. Though it
does not appear as if the building is positioned over
any portion of the cave below (since the cave entrance
is located along the cave’s northwestern periphery), it
is nevertheless close enough to be directly associated
with Actun Tsub. No wells or additional structures
were observed in the immediate vicinity.

4.10: ACTUN BAC

Actun Bac (“cave of the bones”) is located only
250 m from the center of San Juan de Dios. The cave
was so named because the bones of a few dogs that
had become trapped in the cave are present in the en-
trance area. The following description is the result of
a brief visit to the cave.

4.11: ACTUN ZODZ

Actun Zodz (“cave of the bats”) is located 3.2 km
south of El Naranjal. The cave is essentially a single,
dry, roughly dome-shaped chamber (see figures 4.11.1
and 4.11.2). The vertical entrance is rather wide and
located towards the northern end of the cave. Beneath
the entrance is a debris mound, which is largely ob-
scured by a layer of forest litter. The mound appears
to have been heavily modified and a number of well-
dressed blocks were observed. Though little in the way
of terracing has been preserved, the lower portion of
the mound’s slope is well defined. A haltun is located
along the slope, but it is unclear if it was placed there
(since no stalactite was observed above) or if it
tumbled down from its original position beneath the
entrance drip line.

The most notable feature of Actun Zodz is a promi-
nent stalactite and the associated altar beneath it (see

Figure 4.11.1. Map of Actun Zodz. (Stippled stones are dressed.)

The cave entrance, which measures
approximately 3 m in diameter, is vertical
in nature but the 2 m descent does not re-
quire the aid of a rope or ladder. Beneath
the entrance is a natural bedrock and flow-
stone mound with a series of steps leading
down to the flat, soil-covered floor of the
cave. The main chamber of the cave is ap-
proximately 17 m in diameter. At the base
of the stairway, a cleared path leads north
to a seemingly featureless portion of the
cave. An additional short set of stairs
passes through an entryway and arrives at
the edge of a 3 m-deep pothole. I did not
descend into this pit, however it did not
appear to contain any cultural material.
Along the western wall of the cave is a deep
niche with stones stacked in front of it.
Several of the stones appear to have been
pulled away, and if an offering was at one
time concealed in the niche, it has since
been removed.

Actun Bac contains a light scattering
of sherds. Due to the cave’s proximity to
the community and its ease of access, it is
not surprising that little cultural material
was observed. Evidence of speleothem
breakage and removal is present and nearly
all of the cave’s stalactites are missing. The
lowest point of Actun Bac lies above the
water table (as measured in San Juan de
Dios). Therefore, water was not present in
the cave, nor does it appear to ever accu-
mulate. AMCS Bulletin 12 — Chapter 482

evident. At the terminus of the path is a rather promi-
nent dripstone column. The marking or linking of the
cave’s most commanding natural features appears to
have been of primary importance in Actun Zodz. In
terms of function (though certainly not in degree of
implementation), the use of space the cave bears some
resemblance to Balankanche.

Only one other feature was observed on the oth-
erwise smooth cave floor. In the eastern portion of the
cave, a small enclosure created by vertically placed
stone slabs rests, more or less, atop the guano. The
local men (with whom I mapped the cave) suggested
that the feature was a more recent tepezcuintle trap. It
is possible that such an animal could negotiate the
entrance by climbing down fallen trees. Also, the rela-
tively well-lit cave in some ways resembles the rock
shelters where these stone features have been ob-
served.

Due to the deep accumulation of bat guano, only
a few sherds were observed. Although Actun Zodz was
likely free of such deposits when it was in use by the
ancient Maya, the present state of such caves raises
the question of whether or not some caves were mined
for their reserves of fertilizing guano. Even if such a
practice was common, the presence and arrangement
of natural and cultural features in Actun Zodz are evi-
dence of its reverential appropriation.

4.12: CAVE SA-2 (UNNAMED)

This cave is located 1.2 km southwest of the com-
munity of San Antonio Nuevo and 3 km west of the
site at San Cosme. The cave is essentially a single
linear chamber, measuring roughly 10 m wide and 40
m in length. The cave’s horizontal entrance is quite
large and is located at the bottom of a shallow doline.
A slope consisting of collapse debris leads from the
entrance and into the cave. Unlike other caves in the

Figure 4.11.2. Profile of Actun Zodz.

Figure 4.11.3. Altar feature beneath prominent stalactite
in Actun Zodz.

figure 4.11.3). This grand speleothem essentially
marks the center of the cave. The construction of such
an altar strongly suggests that the Maya appropriated
the stalactite both as a symbolic central axis and as a
special font for drip water collection. Though other
smaller stalactites exist in the cave, the central drip-
stone formation gives the impression of a giant funnel

through which all water flows. The altar
consists of at least five well-dressed mega-
liths. This feature is in an advanced state
of disrepair and covered with bat guano.
However, it appears as if the large facing
stones concealed a loose rubble core.

Leading southwest from the altar (and
towards the back wall of the cave) is a
slightly elevated causeway. It should be
noted that a deep deposit of bat guano cov-
ers the flat floor of the cave. The soft layer
of guano is over a meter deep and no doubt
conceals much of the cave’s archaeology.
Nevertheless, a few of the paving stones
are visible and the path’s destination is


