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entrance was created by the collapse of old
cave passage. Thirty meters into the cave, a
small window entrance is passed. After 50
meters, there is a large room with forma-
tions that almost blocks the way forward.
The cave consists at this point of canyon
passage with formation barriers that block
the passage in several places. After 150
meters the cave begins to open up to can-
yon passage that is over 10 meters tall. Two
hundred meters in there is a nuisance drop
of 5 meters. The drains at the bottom of the
pit are blocked, but a lower level certainly
exists. The canyon continues and enlarges.
The upper level finally ends 250 meters in,
at a room full of formations. A drain 30
meters from the end of the upper level drops
down to the next level, which continues to
the south. This passage was followed for over
one hundred meters to a room full of forma-
tions, with passage continuing through a
small squeeze. The cave was shown to Jerry
and Enora Fant on 11 January 2002 in
hopes of finding water for the people of La
Laja.

Sótano de las Quilas No. 9
La Laja
Length: 280 meters    Depth: 283 meters
(estimates)
UTM coordinates: 492957E 2389463N

Sótano de las Quilas lies at the top of a hill
800 meters northwest of La Laja. The en-
trance is 75 meters wide by 115 meters long.
The use of a rope may be avoided by descend-
ing a ledge to the highest point of the floor.
A jungle-covered breakdown slope descends
to the far wall. Several fissures are visible
high on the walls, and an unexplored lead
requiring a technical climb is situated above
the top of the breakdown slope. In the deep
end of the slope is a small overhung open-
ing 1 meter high by 3 meters wide. This leads
through a body-tight opening to a room 20
meters long, 10 meters wide, and 3 meters
tall. Strong airflow issues from a 3-meter
downclimb at the far end of the room. The
breezy passage continues small until a 10-
meter pit is encountered. At the bottom of
the pit, a breakdown-covered room 5 meters
wide by 10 meters long and 8 meters tall
leads to a very large room, over 30 meters
wide by 100 meters long and 45 meters tall.
The room slopes down to two small break-
down areas where the air is lost. Thirty
meters down-slope from the entrance of the
big room, another fair-size room is encoun-
tered; this room is sloping upwards, but has
no continuing passage.

The initial portion of Quilas was surveyed
by Miles Abernathy, Tom Albert, Jerry
Broadus, Don Broussard, William Elliott,
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