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Yucatán, Mexico
Magnetic Declination: 1.02
Survey Date: 07/31/2010
Total Surveyed Depth: 32.9 meters
Total Surveyed Length: 85.8 meters 
Survey Instrument: DistoX

Surveyors:
Beth Cortright
Chasity Stinson
Cartographer:
Eric Weaver
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the water was in a deep, stony basin 
running under a shelf of overhanging 
rock, with a pole laid across on one 
side, over which the indians leaned to 
dip it up. . . . the sight of it was more 
welcome to us than gold or rubies 
(Stephens 1843, p. 216). Beth Cortright.

confirm significant activity in the 
cave into the terminal Classic period 
(about AD 700–900).

Several of the passages at Xcoch 
are close to the surface, and there 
may have been several entrances to 
the cave at one time. these may have 

been closed intentionally, through 
disuse, or by additional construction. 
An overlay of the cave survey shows 
an architectural feature connected 
with the main plaza at the end of 
each passage. while this may have 
developed through coincidence, the 

fact that Xcoch was a long-estab-
lished ritual cave and that the Maya 
had a strong interest in geomancy—
constructing architecture to represent 
sacred space—suggests that this was 
part of the early layout of the site.

Unfortunately, the search for 
speleothems usable for paleocli-

mate studies at Actun Xcoch was un-
successful. During the second year, 
a small passage revealed the only 
known speleothems in the cave. this 
area had several scar marks, broken 
speleothems, and tools, indicating 
that speleothems had been extracted 
by the Maya. As speleothems were a 


