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one an 8-meter drop and the other 
a 12-meter dome. the branch to the 
southeast ascends beyond a crawl 
with some climbs up to a breakdown 
where the passage ends. 

the entrance of ixtli is a closed 
depression leading to two pitches, 
15 and 18 meters deep. the cave con-
tinues as a 30-meter-long meander 
that can be chimneyed. it ends on a 
false floor with a drop that leads to 
a small chamber with three branches 
ending in sumps. there are two more 
pitches, of 6 and 28 meters. At the 
bottom of the second one there is a 
chamber followed by a passage of 
mud and speleothems. One way 
from it leads to a 12-meter pitch that 
is one of the connections to tsopelik. 

the other goes to a 15-meter pit 
where water falls and forms small 
pools. A few steps farther there is a 
chamber divided into an upward 
ramp covered in mud and a small 
climb that connects to tsopelik. From 
that point both caves continue as a 
77-meter-long meander with climbs 
and narrow places that make it re-
ally difficult. It is almost essential 
to get into the water, which is really 
abundant there, at some point. the 
system goes down to a flattener that 
ends in a sump where this spectacu-
lar cave ends. 

On March 2011, cavers edgar 
Soto valdés, Ulises rivera Arroyo, 
and Omar Arroyo Salgado found a 

huge doline hidden in the forest. in 
Ayaucalli (the House of Fog) we 
can witness a spectacular phenom-
enon: fog coming from the woods 
looks for shelter inside the cave, 
and rises to the sinkhole as if it were 
its own home. it is located at UtM 
14Q 0723970 e, 2027426 n, 2071 
msl. the entrance consists of a big, 
pear-shaped sinkhole covered with 
trees and other plants. its longest 
axis is 110 meters. there are many 
rocks and fallen trees that can fall 
into the cave.

the descent starts with an 80-me-
ter slope down to the northeast. 
right after the slope there are four 
pitches, of 6, 17, 22 and 11 meters. 
then we had to climb down up to 
a huge chamber that leads to a pas-
sage covered with speleothems and 
sand that would be good for setting 
a bivouac. we found some evidence 
of former explorations in this place, 
probably carried out by the SQS. 
the main route turns southwest and 
becomes a 100-meter-long tunnel 
with a lot of breakdown. it ends at 
the top of another pitch that has not 
been descended. 

Chaneques was found by David 
tirado Hernández in 2006. we tried 
to find it again without success until 
2011, when deforestation exposed the 
area. it was named after the legends 
told by the villagers about the guard-
ians of the woods, the chaneques.

its entrance is located at UtM 14Q 
0723843 e, 2027476 n, 2097 msl. this 
cave is still being explored, but ac-
cording to the latest calculations it is 
87 meters deep and has a horizontal 
length of 43 meters and a total length 
of 107 meters. the cave starts with a 
25-meter slope ramp down to a small 
ledge at the top of a 15-meter drop to 
another ledge from which a descent 
of 28 meters continues. there are 
waterfalls on the walls that create a 
flow entering the cave. At the base 
of the drops there is a ramp covered 
by rocks and fallen trees, beyond 
which are two passages that have 
not been surveyed yet.

Mariano was found by emilio 
tejeda rodríguez and Gerardo 
Galindo Moreno. the cave was 
named after the Mexican speleologist 
Mariano Fuentes (1972–2004). it had 


