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that gives the impression, in plan 
view, of having both entrance and 
bottom at the same place. it has some 
dry passages and short pitches of 
12, 7, 9, 6.5, 6, 7.2, 13.3, 7.4, and 11.2 
meters. right after the first pitch 
there is a small hole that connects 
to the surface on the left side. Fifty 
meters deeper there is a calcite pool 
system followed by a 6-meter pitch 
that connects to a meander covered 
with speleothems. walking through 
here was difficult, as we tried not to 
damage or step on the formations. 
At the end of the passage there are 
two branches; one of them goes up, 
probably towards the surface. these 
branches have not been mapped yet. 
the main route changes direction 
from west to southwest, and it turns 
into a narrow passage with some 
pools and short drops. then the cave 
changes direction again, heading 
southeast. the passage becomes ac-
tive, with deep pools and a flowing 
stream, and it turns back to the north 
and ends in a collapse. 

the Tsopelik-Ixtli System (Sweet-
Face System) was found in March 
2010 by GeU members. it has two 
entrances, a couple of big dolines 
close to each other. these caves were 
explored and mapped by different 
teams who ignored the fact that they 
were connected.

tsopelik’s entrance is located at 
UtM 14Q 0723752 e, 2027536 n, 2021 
msl. the cave is 105 meters deep. it 
has a total length of 897 meters and 
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deep. then the cave turns into a fossil 
gallery, narrow and uncomfortable 
to walk in. then there is a drop that 
leads to another gallery, where rock 
turns into clay-like material that 
comes away easily. we encountered 
an underground stream and some 
flatteners difficult to pass. From 
this point the cave becomes active, 
and after some climbs and pitches 
we reached the connection to Ome 
Cihuanahuatin.

Mediceos was discovered by 
emilio tejeda rodríguez in June 
2008. it was visited during the rainy 
season with the only objective of 
registering its location and wetness. 
it appeared that it would be dry an-
other time and might go 100 meters 
deep. Mapping and exploration of 
this cave was finished in March 2009, 
during the dry season. the cave was 
named after Saturn’s satellites, the 
astros Mediceos, named by Galileo in 

honor of Cosimo ii de’ Medici in the 
seventeenth century.

the cave is located next to one of 
the roads on the hill, at UtM 14Q 
0723808 e, 2027081 n, and 2085 msl. 
it has a total depth of 156 meters, 
a horizontal length of 407 meters, 
and a total length of 437 meters. its 
peculiarity lies in its spiral shape 


