
Mediceos
Ixtacxochitla, Mpo. Coyomeapan

Puebla
AMCS Activities Newsletter 35, p. 79, 2012

AMCS ACTiViTiES NEWSLETTER NUMBER 35

79

There have been a total of seven 
visits to the region in the months 

of March, April, and December in 
2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011. the base 
camp had been set in the cave called 
Mariano because it has a wide en-
trance and there is enough room for 
the team and equipment. we estab-
lished a permanent bivouac consist-
ing of a kitchen, a place for gear, and 
a place for sleeping. in March 2011 
the camp was resettled to the cave 
tlaloc, because its entrance is wider 
and it is less humid. Besides being 
warmer and more comfortable, this 
place is closer to the caves, and it is 
easier to get drinking water. Once in 
the base camp the teams are assigned 
to explore and map different caves. 
the surveying is done using Suuntos 
and a measuring tape. 

the search for new entrances on 
foot gets difficult and exhausting 
because of the terrain, the vegetation, 
and long distances. it is important 
for each team to stay together dur-
ing each journey, because it is really 
difficult to find the way back to the 
camp in the dark. 

Data are recorded by hand or on 
some electronic device. Once we 
have returned from the expedition, 
the data are processed in visual topo 
5.03. Plans and profiles are drawn 
with Adobe illustrator CS5. 

the Ome Cihuanahuatin –Tehu-
ixtli System (two witches–tehuix-
tli System) has two entrances. Don 
Goyo took us to Ome Cihuanahuatin 
for the first time in March 2009; one 
year later he showed us tehuixtli. we 
did not know they were connected 
until April 2011 when we found a 
passage between them.

Ome Cihuanahuatin’s entrance 
is located at UtM 14Q 0723383 e, 
2027845 n, and 1895 msl. it has a 
total length of 1434 meters, with a 
horizontal length of 1208 meters and 
a depth of 285 meters. the cave is 
mostly horizontal and is located at 
the end of a dale along a permanent 
stream that goes into the cave. enter-
ing the cave may be more difficult 
during the rainy season when water 
rushes in.

the cave begins with a 15-meter 
pitch followed by a small gallery and 
a step down to another pitch, of 40 
meters. At the middle of that drop 

there is a ledge that leads to fossil 
galleries that would be suitable for a 
bivouac. From the base of this pitch 
there is a stream passage. Along this 
there are some pitches, meanders, 
and a couple of branches, the first 
ascending toward the northeast, the 
other a fossil passage to the west. 
Past drops of 6 and 10 meters, the 
cave becomes a meander, and then 
the cave continues in a horizontal 
gallery followed by two pitches, 10 
and 4 meters. Both of them meet in 
the same chamber, the point where 
Ome Cihuanahuatin and tehuixtli 
are connected. There is a wet “flat-
tener” that may turn into a sump 
during the rainy season. 

 At the end of the crawl there is a 
passage that descends until it reaches 
a chamber where there is a break-
down pile. Beyond the breakdown 
room there is a 12-meter pitch that 
leads to a passage where the water 
flow increases. The cave ends at a 
breakdown that cannot be passed, 
but the water continues through a 
narrow passage. 

tehuixtli starts as a large crack in a 
small glen. there is a small chamber 
were some pottery was found that 
amazed us, though we did not dare 
to touch it out of respect for the an-
cient inhabitants. immediately there 
is a 23-meter slope that leads to the 
first two pitches, 37 and 18 meters 


