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tied into a survey station set by the 
Canadian MeXPÉ Project iv. they 
had reached this point by climbing 
an inlet and had left it as a climbing 
lead. After analyzing the results and 
information obtained in collabora-
tion with the Société Québécoise de 
Spéléologie, we found that Pozo 4 
had connected with Sistema tepepa 
at a depth of 311 meters, causing 
tepepa to increase in length from 
28.5 to 29.4 kilometers. the depth of 
the system remained the same, 900 
meters, because the entrance to Pozo 
4 is not the highest part of the system. 

The 2011 trip lasted eighteen days 
and focused on two objectives, 

Cueva Cocohuastli, which had been 
discovered and explored partially 
in 2008, and resumidero ixtololo 
Atl. The first two days were spent 
getting the permit for exploration 
in Ojo de Agua, and a third for the 
Cocohuastli.

In order to finish up the explora-
tion of Pozo 4 at –311 meters, we had 

left Cueva Cocohuastli uncompleted. 
Mike Barragán, Mark Barragán, and 
José Godoy now pushed Cocohuastli 
to a depth of 124 meters and 711 
meters in length, to where it con-
nected into the Gran Colector in la 
Cumbre. During this exploration 
we discovered a new passage that 
extended for a kilometer in an inter-
esting direction, with possibilities of 
connecting to other caves.

Obtaining permission to continue 
the exploration of resumidero ix-
tololo Atl was not easy, with a day 

of negotiation with the community 
and one more with the owner of the 
land, for whom we searched all the 
way from Zacatilihuic to tlacotepec. 
Finally we got his permission and he 
lent us a small house in the commu-
nity of Ojo de Agua for two weeks. 
two people went in to push the limit 
of exploration, entering the cave at 
11:00 in the morning and returning 
at 3 or 4 the next morning, around 
seventeen hours altogether. After a 
day of rest the team was ready to 
continue the mapping. the months 
of March and April are the driest in 
this part of the Sierra negra, and 
water is encountered beginning at a 
depth of 145 meters. From there all 
drops are alongside waterfalls, the 
most spectacular being a cascade 
into a deep pool.

After several days of exploration 
to more than 400 meters deep, we 
decided to establish a bivouac where 
we could prepare food and rest after 
long hours of mapping, before the 
trip out. the driest place we could 
find, located at –237 meters, we 
named the Cocina de Doña vero. 
the menu consisted of chocolate 
and hot coffee with oatmeal. the 
exploration required the use of all 
sorts of techniques: handlines, ty-
roleans to avoid pools, pendulums, 
and rebelays around the waterfalls. 
the cave had large galleries up to 
20 meters average height, with oc-
casional areas lowering to 1 meter. 
trash was omnipresent. the cave is 
nearly devoid of speleothems, with 
only a few located in some ascend-
ing side passages. After surveying 
for several days, we returned to 

Cocina de Doña vero at –237 meters 
in ixtololo. From left, Angel García, 

Omar Hernández, vicky Galán, and 
victor Hernández. Victor Hernández.


