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ejidatarios at Apazapan to investigate 
rock shelters and caves with cultural 
remains. Promising rock-art sites 
were found and will be reported to 
inAH. A collection of photographs 
of the trip is at http://espeleojarocho 
.blogspot.com/2012/01/proyecto 
-apazapan-2012.html. Source: Post to 
tlamaqui e-mail list by Guillermo 
Gassos on January 2, 2012.

YUCAtán
A thirty-nine-page article “re-

porte de la Gruta Madre Cristalina, 
valladolid, Yucatán, México” by 
Carlos Augusto evia Cervantes of 
the Grupo espeleológico Ajau is at 
http://bitacora.ajau.org.mx/?p=642 
or http://oztotl.com/ps/reports/
reporte_madrecristalina.pdf. the 
map included is compressed so se-
verely that it cannot be printed here, 
and the same map in Las Cuevas de 
Yucatán, Nº 1, La Región de Vallodolid 
(see review in this issue) has part of 
the map buried in the spine and can’t 
be reproduced either.

Six four-page PDF files about 
caves in Yucatán are found at www 
.fatimatecpool.info. titled Espeleodi-
fusión ___, with the blank filled by 
tecoh, Opichén, Maxcanú, tekax, 
Homún, and Santa rita, they con-
tain cave descriptions, with photos, 
maps, and other material such as 
history and legends.

A report “Manifestaciones Cul-
turales in las Cuevas de Santa rita, 
Yucatán, México” by raúl eresto 
Manzanilla Hass and María José 
Gómez Cobá of the Grupo espele-
ológico Ajau is at http://secretos 
subteraneos.blogspot.com/. it was 
presented at the X Coloquio de Arte 
rupestre in 2009; unfortunately the 
version on the web lacks the illus-
trations. Specific caves mentioned 
are Aktun K’aab (spelled K’ab in 
this report; also known as Cueva 
de las Manos), Aktun Piits’ (Cueva 
del Algodón), and Cueva Madre 
Cristalina. A blurb by elsi lara vil-
lanueva, evidently for tourists, on the 
caves of Santa rita is at www.box 
.com/shared/1y6fqt29fjrc19k03ini. 
(why do people do that? Some of us 
type Urls, not just click on links.) 
Specific caves mentioned are Aktun 
K’aab and Cueva Madre Cristalina. 

Yet another article on caves of the 
area, “las Cuevas de Santa rita” 
by Carlos Augusto evia Cervantes 
is at http://antropologiaencavernas 
.webatu.com/investigacion/cuevas 
desantarita.pdf.

in 1995, French cavers led by 
Christian thomas visited cenotes 
in the vicinity of Mérida. Cenote 
Zadzinache, Cenote El Caracol, and 
Cenote Papacal (or Papakal) are all 
in Mpo. Cuzamá, judging by the 
location map in their report. note 
that the depths shown on the profile 
maps are from the water surface, not 
the cave entrance. Source: Cenotes du 
Yucatan, Expéditions de 1995 et 1996, 
by Christian thomas, pages 91–94.

Abstract: “the role of Cenotes 
in the Social History of Mexico’s 

Yucatan Peninsula,” by Paul George 
Munro and Maria de lourdes Melo 
Zurita.

Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula has 
had a complex and dynamic history, 
which has seen processes such as the 
rise of the Maya civilization, colonial 
conquests, indigenous rebellions, and 
a range of commercial activities. the 
peninsula also represents a unique 
ecological place in the world: no 
rivers or major lakes exist on its sur-
face—rather fresh water can only be 
found in its extensive underground 
flooded cave system, which is only 
accessible through cenotes (water 
sinkholes) that sporadically pierce 
the landscape’s surface across the 
region. this paper seeks to reconcile 
the above observations, analysing 
how the peninsula’s dynamic history 
and its unique ecological landscape 


