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San Agustín entrance down to the 
620 Depot at about that depth (see 
map in Activities Newsletter 26, page 
10). Some of the drops were rigged 
with rope that had been stashed in 
the cave since 1994. the trip met all 
its objectives and set up good con-
tacts for 2013. Source: Summarized 
from a long trip report by Mike 
thomas at www.cdg-exped.org/
index.php/2012-recon-trip/report.

PUeBlA
the Groupe Spéléo Alpin Belge 

has a web site at http://sites.google 
.com/site/speleogsab/ that contains 
information on their expé projects in 
Mexico from 1980, when they helped 
with the rescue of a badly injured 
Polish caver from Sótano de San 
Agustín in Oaxaca, through 2012, 

with links to published articles in 
French on the expeditions. the site 
includes a spéléométrie page that 
gives the lengths and depths of the 
largest caves they have explored. the 
table is reproduced, with corrections, 
here. Among six large rooms they 
have discovered, the largest is the 
Salle la Muñeca Fea, with an area 
of 46,377 square meters (about 11.5 
acres). there are also links to many 
cave maps from their explorations 
in Puebla and Oaxaca, although the 
resolution of the maps is generally 
dismal. Source: Mark Minton.

in early 2011, the Groupe Spéléo 
Alpin Belge (GSAB) returned to 
their exploration zone in the Sierra 
negra of Puebla, setting up a new 
base camp 450 meters above the 

village of Oztopulco in an isolated 
saddle on the right flank of the Tepet-
zala valley, at 1200 meters elevation. 
eighteen members in total, includ-
ing three Mexicans, participated in 
the month-long expedition, whose 
objectives comprised four main areas 
of interest.

 A small team spent a week in the 
cirque of Cuauxipetstli in difficult 
conditions of little water, high heat, 
long hikes, and full sun. two caves 
were discovered and explored, one 
of which was a 180-meter pit, and 
a few other holes were found, but it 
was a disappointment after the hopes 
raised by Google earth’s tantalizing 
dark spots.

 On the Ocotepetl plateau only 
one of the pits discovered in 2010 
was explored this year. Sótano del 
Toto-Naco, with its vast 95-meter 
entrance pit followed by three par-
allel 20-meter pits, ended at –125 
meters.

 there was no time on this expedi-
tion to return to the very promising 
vallée de François, where in 2003 two 
deep but clogged pits were explored 
to –180 and –200 meters.

 in the evalhuastle basin the cave 
OZ20, which had been explored in 
1995 to –260 meters and 2.6 kilome-
ters, was rerigged in an attempt to 
find and follow the missing air and 
to connect it to the cave CO2. After 
dropping down another five pits and 
adding 830 meters of passage, the 

Cavers at the bottom of the Jungle 
Drop into the entrance to Sótano de 
San Agustín, Oaxaca. Mike Thomas.


