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GUerrerO
the Sociedad de espeleosocorro 

integral has recommendations for 
times to visit the Ríos Subterráneos 
Chontalcoatlán and San Jerónimo 
(the Dos Bocas caves) in Guerrero. 
the best time for tours is January and 
February. there is little risk of rain in 
March and October, but high risk of 
rain in April and november. visits 
to the caves are not recommended in 
May through October. Source: Post to 
tlamaqui e-mail list by Draco group, 
February 14, 2012.

Abstract: “A 2400 Yr Mesoameri-
can rainfall reconstruction links 
Climate and Cultural Change,” by 
Matthew lachniet, et al. Droughts 
are a recurring feature of Mexican 
climate, but few high-resolution 
data are available to test for climate-
change forcing of Mesoamerican civi-
lizations. we present a quantitative 
2400 yr rainfall reconstruction for 
the Basin of Mexico, from a precisely 
dated and highly

resolved speleothem, that docu-
ments highly variable rainfall over 
the past 2400 yr. Dry conditions 
peaked during a 150-yr-long late 
Classic (ca. 600–900 Ce) [Common 
era] mega drought that culminated 
at 770 Ce and which followed centu-
ries of climatic drying that spanned 
the fall of the city of teotihuacán ca. 
550 Ce. the wettest conditions in 
the 1450s Ce were associated with 
flooding in the Basin of Mexico. Our 
data suggest that rainfall variability 
was likely forced by the el niño–
Southern Oscillation, and impacts 
on spring-fed irrigation agriculture 
may have been a stressor on Me-
soamerican civilizations. Source: 
Geology, volume 40, pages 259–262, 
March 2012.

MiCHOACán
“Mexico news” in the last issue, 

number 34, quotes Polish cavers as 
writing that Cueva Vinata is 3300 
meters long. Mark Minton points 
out that the map in AMCS Activities 
Newsletter 23 (1999) has it at 4666 
meters and that Chris lloyd reported 
a length of 5478 meters in 2009. Prob-
ably the Poles include only the part 
of the cave up to the sumps.

nUevO león
the maps of Cueva Almazán 

and the fissure cave near Laguna 
de Sánchez are from a 1986 thesis 
by Andreas emonts-pohl, “Geologie 
und Hydrogeologie im Bereich la-
guna de Sanchez–Cola de Caballo/
Sierra Madre Oriental (Mexiko).” 
Jim Kennedy, who has had a caving 
project in the area for several years, 
had obtained a photocopy of this 
thesis, along with another on the 
same area from the same year by 
Michael Denneborg, and Bill Mixon 
scanned them for the AMCS library 
(in German, PDFs available from 
AMCS on request).

OAXACA
in January 2012, cavers Chris 

Jewel, laura trowbridge, Mirek Ko-
pertowski, Claire Cohen, and Mike 
thomas arrived in Huautla from 
Britain on a recon trip in prepara-
tion for a planned return in 2013 
to dive the final sump in Sistema 
Huautla, which has been seen by 
only two people, back in 1994 (see 
AMCS Activities Newsletter 21, pages 
44–64, and the book Beyond the Deep). 
American cavers ernie Garza and Jon 
lillestolen assisted them, ernie in ar-
ranging housing and permission and 
Jon in rigging the cave. On January 
10–13 the cave was rerigged from the 


