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in April 2011. “Finally we went to 
San Fernando for a quick recon in 
Sumidero Higo. the new passage 
that the Grupo Jaguar had discov-
ered by climbing led to a huge room, 
followed by a steep phreatic ramp 
that leads to a large underground 
stream at –300 meters. Half a kilo-
meter downstream, past lakes and 
sand banks, a waterfall was reached 
that was not descended due to lack 
of equipment. And so the way to 
the Cañón del Sumidero has been 
reopened.” Source: Part of a note in 
Speleologia 65, December 2011, pages 
86–87, by Francesco Sauro, translated 
from italian by Yvonne Droms. note 
that these new passages are not on 
the map published here.

Anthropologists in Mexico say 
the remains of 167 bodies found in 
a cave in the southern state of Chia-
pas were part of an ancient burial 
ground. the instituto nacional de 
Antropología e Historia said tests 

showed the remains dated back to 
the eighth century. Scientists hope 
pottery found in the cave will help 
them determine the community 
those buried belonged to.

It was first feared the bodies could 
belong to victims of the decades-long 
civil war in neighboring Guatemala. 
Farmers had found the bodies in 
a cave on the nuevo Ojo de Agua 
ranch, some 20 kilometers from the 
Guatemalan border, and alerted the 
authorities. initial tests suggested the 
bodies were at least fifty years old, 
leading some activists in Guatemala 
to speculate they may have belonged 
to victims of the 1960–1996 civil 
conflict. But forensic experts have 
since said the skulls showed signs of 
a deformation typical of native com-
munities dating back one thousand 
years and more. the Maya people 
who thrived in the region for nearly 
two thousand years used planks to 
flatten and elongate the skulls of 
their children.

Anthropologists continue to ex-
amine the remains in an effort to 
determine the sex, age, and ethnic 
make-up of the bodies. Source: BBC 
news release, 11 March 2012, at 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin 
-america-17335586.

CHiHUAHUA
Jointly organized by the Molisani 

Speleological Association and the la 
venta Association, the Hundido 2010 
expedition took place in november 
2010 in the state of Chihuahua. its 
objective was to thoroughly in-
vestigate the vast karst area in the 
desert of the Sierra del Diablo. the 
first few days were dedicated to 
the exploration of El Hundido, a 
183-meter-deep pit, whose bottom 
is covered by a 150-meter-wide lake 
of sulfurous water. the cave had 
been checked briefly by La Venta 
cavers in november 2009 and even 
earlier explored by American cavers 
(see AMCS Activities Newsletter 32, 


