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MeXiCO newS
Compiled by Bill Mixon

CAMPeCHe
the Grutas de Xtacumbilxunaan 

were made famous by Frederick 
Catherwood’s color drawing of the 
log stairway used by local Maya to 
fetch water from the cave, made dur-
ing his and John lloyd Stephens’s 
1839–1840 visit to the Yucatan. it 
was first published as an engraving 
in Stephens’s incidents of Travel in 
Yucatán (1841). Stephens’s text, in 
which he referred to it as the cave at 
Bolenchen, was reprinted in AMCS 
Activities Newsletter 20, pages 88–92. 
the cave is operated as a show cave 
today, and there was an article dated 
February 1, 2012, in the web site of 
Diario de Yucatán, www.yucatan.
com.mx/20120131/nota-7/229168 
-¡la-princesa-esta-escondida!.htm. A 
link in the article connects to a gal-
lery of twenty-six photographs. the 
article describes the legend behind 
the name of the cave as well as the 
tour, which covers 250 meters to a 
depth of 75 meters. Source: Called 
to our attention by Fátima tec Pool. 
the cave map is from Christian 
thomas’s report on his expédition 
YUC 2006 B.

CHiAPAS
in April 2010, explorers from the 

italian group la venta esplorazioni 
Geografiche visited the Selva Ocote 
again. Some members of the group 
revisited the Ombligo del Mundo 
(see AMCS Activities Newsletter 34) 
and rigged a tyrolean across it in 
order to shoot 3-D videos of the pit. 
A small team discovered another 
sótano about 300 meters to the west, 
and it went down over 110 meters to 
a choke. And at the bottom of a small 
valley, they found a dry passage that 
led some 30 meters to a sump, a very 

valuable source of water in the karst. 
Source: Kur number 15, December 
2010, pages 14–15 (www.laventa.it/
documenti/kur/kur15.pdf; ignore 

the incorrect table of contents there). 
Another article in the issue reports 
that they found “tens of caves” 
near lázaro Cárdenas, exploring 


