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following the now-open trail, joined 
us at the edge of the legendary abyss. 
And then, reluctantly, we all left that 
magical place, somewhat dejected, 
for we had not been able to enter el 
Ocote’s belly.

Along our way back, a few hun-
dred meters from the Ombligo, 
we noticed some peculiar rocky 
structures at the side of the valley. 
On closer inspection, we were left 
gasping upon realizing that we 
were looking at Zoque ruins. no 
one had ever thought that they had 
expanded so deeply into the forest. 
One of these sites, a small platform, 
looked almost like an altar. So there 
we were, sitting under the foliage 
of huge trees, surrounded by the 
noises of a living entity, the forest, 
and it dawned on us that the myth of 
this place is way older than we are. 
And who knows, maybe one day 

somebody will come, with new ideas 
and greater resolve, and will succeed 
in adding more stories to the legend 
of the Ombligo del Mundo.

Participants in the expeditions 
Ombligo 2007 and Ombligo 2008 
were Gianni todini, luca Sgamel-
lotti, Stefano Soru, lucas ruiz, 

Francesco Sauro, Marco Mecchia, 
tullio Bernabei, Giacomo Strapaz-
zon, Marco Zocca, Mauricio náfate, 
Carlos Sánchez, Alicia Dávila, and 
lucas and Abram ruiz. Special 
thanks go to the families of Don 
lorenzo ruiz, Don Antonio Cip-
rianes, and Don reymundo Flores 
Corzo. 

regreso al Ombligo

el Ombligo del Mundo, en la Selva del Ocote, Chiapas, fue visto 
desde el aire por espeleólogos italianos del grupo la venta en 1993 
y fue visitado por primera vez en 1998. en 2007 falló otro intento 
de llegar a él, pero en 2008 finalmente se tuvo éxito. El grupo pasó 
tres días ahí, y al momento de partir descubrieron antiguas ruinas 
Zoque en la jungla a unos cientos de metros del pozo.


