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and down another 6 meters. Due to 
its structure, we named it Pierna del 
Perro (Dog leg). On our descent, we 
teamed up with Mario villanueva, 
another of Pedro’s friends. He took 
us to a hill topped by a mound of 
sharp, jagged limestone. Snake-like 
roots wove over the mound like 
countless guardian serpents. Under 
the mound was a maze of cave pas-
sages. in the lower area there were 
many potsherds. the cave isn’t 
immense, but its Swiss-cheese pas-
sages couldn’t be surveyed in the 
time we had. it has entrances on the 
east and west sides of the mound. 
locals know this cave as el rincón 
(the Corner). i don’t know why. to 
the east of el rincón is a small cave 
that may have been used as a tomb. 
Mario chose to name it Cueva del 
Javero. Javero is the name of a large 
tree below the cave.

while i was preparing a sketch 
of el rincón, Kent and Josh went to 
the west of el rincón and explored 
our sixth cave for the day. Mario 
scratched his head and couldn’t 
think of a name for it, so i named it 
Cueva del Otro lado (Cave on the 
Other Side).

It had been a rough day. in the 
evening a local family headed by 

ricardo and María invited us for 
dinner. it was a lot of fun. their two 
charming teenage daughters were 
enchanted with Josh and dragged 
him off to a karaoke party to usher 

the town of San Gabriel, Colima. 
Chanchopa is the name of the town at 
the base of the mountain where San 
Gabriel is nested. Chancho is one of 
several Mexican words for pig. there 
is a large hog farm in Chanchopa, so 
perhaps the town is named after the 
hog farm. the people there go out of 
their way to be cordial, but the area 
stinks. How would you like to live 
in a stinky town called Pigville? Dur-
ing last year’s visit to San Gabriel, 
rodney Mulder had descended the 

pit, but due to the late hour, Kent 
and i hadn’t had time. On this trip 
we did. the cave is over 120 meters 
deep. it took nine minutes to descend 
and twenty-five to climb out. Kent 
and i both came face to face, just 
inches away, with one of those big 
black ugly spiders. At the bottom 
the air was bad. A cigarette lighter 
wouldn’t begin to light. Kent and i 
had to breathe twice as fast as nor-
mal. i didn’t venture past the room 
where we got off rope. Kent went 
on to a second, highly decorated 
room with a 30-meter ceiling. this 
second room had a pit at the far end. 
Due to the bad air, Kent prudently 
didn’t drop this second pit. [there is 
another sketch map of Cueva rumba 
a Chanchopa in AMCS Activities 
Newsletter 33, page 77.]

Two days later, back in Palos 
Marías, Michoacán, one of the 

town’s oldest residents, Sirilo, took 
us to a cave near the summit of the 
immense mountain northeast of 
Palos Marías. Sirilo is eighty-five 
years old. He has hunted deer and 
harvested exotic hardwoods in this 
area all his life. Sirilo rode his little 
donkey. the rest of us walked. to 
save time we didn’t take the switch-
backs, but marched straight up the 
hill. it was an arduous hike. Josh fell 
on sharp, weather-eroded limestone 
and cut his shin. Kent, who always 
carries everything he might possibly 
need in his huge backpack, produced 
butterfly sutures and other first-aid 
items to dress the wound. the scari-
est experience of our climb was when 
the area where we were sitting to rest 
suddenly began to slide down the 
hill. the rocks rumbled like thunder. 
Fortunately they only slid about 2 
meters. when the rocks stopped, 
my left leg was pinned to the knee 
between two boulders. Fortunately 
i was able to remove it. we carefully 
crept to safer ground.

Sirilo said there are numerous 
caves on the mountain. it’s just a 
matter of finding them. He found 
this cave ages ago when he shot a 
deer. He tracked the wounded dear 
to the entrance of the cave, where 
it had fallen. Sirilo wasn’t aware 
of a name for the cave. Mario said 
we should call it Cueva del venado 
(Cave of the Deer).
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in the new year. Josh came 
back a little after twelve, 
boasting that he had sung 
Moon river. in the mean-
time, Kent became a hero 
by fixing the family’s virus-
infected computer. i shocked 
everyone by relating a story 
about finding a venomous 
snake in the cave and then 
producing it from within my 
shirt. it was rubber of course. 
exon, their eight-year-old 
boy, roared with laughter 
and was delighted when i 
gave him the snake.

the next day we made 
a return trip to Cueva del 
rumbo a Chanchopa (Cave 
on the way to Chanchopa). 
it is located north of the 
Coahuayana valley, near 
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