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alongside río Caliente.

We also discovered a chinche 
hocicona on the wall, a blood-

sucking vinchuca or assassin bug. 
this is the dreaded Triatoma infestans, 
which transmits trypanosomiasis or 
Chagas disease, the infirmity that 
laid Charles Darwin in his tomb. 
these bugs have radar-like heat sen-
sors in their antennae and subsist on 
a diet of blood. they’re most com-
mon in South America, where they 
typically glide into your bedroom 
on air currents, inject a quarter-inch 
long needle into your neck and suck 
out up to seven times their body 
weight in blood. then, uncouth 
visitors that they are, they defecate 
on your skin, thus depositing the 
parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, which 
up to twenty years later, might give 
you a heart attack. As there is no cure 
for Chagas disease, according to the 
University of texas, i recommend 

you avoid sleeping “under the good 
old stars” in Mexico, and that goes 
for sleeping in caves too. Believe it 
or not, we put up tents when we do 
sleep underground.

Fortunately, the chinche hocicona 
doesn’t bother people who are wide 
awake and moving around, so we 
weren’t worried and carried on our 
survey.

As soon as we crawled into the 
right-hand passage, we knew 

this cave was something out of the 
ordinary. we found ourselves in an 
almost square tunnel 75 centime-
ters wide by 85 high and perfectly 
straight. normally this means you 

John Pint pursues assassin bug with 
camera. luis Rojas.

are in a man-made passage inside 
a mine, but this tunnel in toscano 
Cave showed no sign of chiseling 
or chopping. we followed it for 12 
meters to a room where we had to 
walk above a deep crack half filled 
with water, supporting our weight 

on nubs sticking out of a wall. that’s 
where i turned around, but climb-
ers luis and leonel took over the 
survey.

On the other side of the water 
were passages heading left and 
right, and once again they were 


