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deserted except for four guys on a 
bench. Franco and Al greeted them 
and asked whether the inspector 
(the highest authority in town), was 
about. no, he wasn’t. So they sat in 
the shade, had a drink, chatted a 
while, and eventually got bored. re-
turning to the four silent guys, they 
inquired about leaving the gear in 
the only open office. One of the four 
stepped forward. “Yes of course, it’s 
my office, and the Inspector asked 
me to wait for you and accept the 
rope and magazines.” Ah, life in the 
sierra, a different pace, a different 
way of thinking.

Participants: lorenzo Armas, 
Franco Attolini, Alejandra lópez, 
ricardo lugo (Beluga), ricardo 
Pacheco, Marcela ramírez, roberto 
rojo (Chibebo), David tirado, and 
Gustavo vela from Mexico, Olga 
García and Pablo Martínez from 
Spain, Guillaume Pelletier from 
Canada Quebec(!), and Al warild 
from Australia.

thanks to those who have gener-
ously sponsored our ongoing expedi-
tions: limite X, Montañas y Caver-
nas, Petzl and Carlos Magno.

Stalactite at –500 meters in Oztotl 
Altepetlacac. Gustavo Vela.

After five weeks for thirteen cav-
ers we can call Paisano 2011 a suc-
cess, having explored two caves over 
500 meters deep and spotted seven 
rattlesnakes without a single bite. 
More importantly, camping on the 
edge of the plateau at 2300 meters 
opened up an area that we never 
would have reached from the more 
comfortable campsites lower down 

the mountain. this has proved that 
the mountain contains sizable caves 
with great vertical potential. we 
didn’t find any thousand-meter-deep 
cave this year, but we will. explora-
tion continues. . . .

On our way out, Franco and Al 
dropped by Ocotempa to say good-
bye to the officials and donate some 
rope to the village. the place was 


