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Abstract: “Potencial volcano espe-

leológico: los tuxtla, reserva de la 
Biosfere,” by Guillermo Gassós.

la Reserva de la Biosfera Los 
Tuxtlas is characterized by its re-
markable vegetal and animal diver-
sity. it represents the extreme border 
of the neotropical rainforest in the 
American continents. Both basalts 
and basonites have been produced 
as a result of the intense volcanism 
in the area. nearly three hundred 
volcanic cones of basaltic composi-
tion have been located, all of them 
at an elevation below 250 meters. 
However, there is also a volcano, San 
Martín, whose height is about 1720 
meters. For that reason, the potential 
for vulcanospelelogy in the area is 

enormous. venturing into los tux-
tlas looking for hollows or cavities 
that preserve volcanic shapes and 
harbor amazing forms of life is one 
of the most positive activities for the 
enrichment of universal knowledge. 
Probably the only limitation would 
be the rainforest itself.

Source: english abstract (ed-
ited) to article at www.oztotl 
. c o m / p s / re p o r t s / P o t e n c i a l 
_vulcano_espeleologico_los_tuxtlas 
.pdf. the full article includes de-
scriptions and locations of lava 
caves Cueva de los Murciélagos, 
Cueva de Yayo, and Cueva de Linda 
Vista. there are maps of two of 
them, reduced and compressed to 
uselessness.

there is an impressive video of a wet-

weather trip to Sumidero de El Po-
poca, a 70-meter pit, at www.youtube 
.com/watch?v=9MCszMAn6ng. 
the cave is also known as Sótano 
de el Popoca, resumidero del Po-
poca, etc. Source: tlamaqui e-mail 
list post by ruben Aguilar. there is 
a description and map of the cave 
in AMCS Activities Newsletter 12, 
pages 61–62.

On December 22, 2010, a local 
man fell into the 180-meter entrance 
shaft to Atlalaquía (Sótano) de Ahu-
ihuitzcapa in the Zongolica area, 
apparently by accident. the recovery 
was done by members of espeleo 
rescate México the next day. Source: 
Antonio álvarez.

During easter week 2011, ramón 
and ruth espinasa and family mem-
bers visited lava tubes on a small 
volcano along the road between 
Xalapa and Perote. the area had been 
visited before by members of the 
Sociedad Mexicana exploraciones 
Subterráneas and the Sección vera-
cruz of the Club de explorciones de 
México, and known caves include 
Cueva del Volcancillo, 570 meters 
long and 130 deep, Cueva de Tana-
mpa, 1150 meters long, and Cueva 
de Tengonapa, so far mapped to 950 
meters. they were shown Cueva de 
la Escalera, which they investigated 
and partially surveyed. they also 
visited a lava flow near Tlacolulan, 
where the Río Huichila flows under-
ground in several places, including 
Cueva de la escalera. Ramón Espinasa.


