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Naranjal. A connection was finally 
made to naranjal through a maze 
of unstable breakdown, joining the 
Snakesman complex in naranjal to 
Ox Bel Ha.

As of May 2011, the length of Ox 
Bel Ha is 222 kilometers, all under 
water. it has 131 cenote entrances. 
Source: Jim Coke.

the color area map is a prelimi-
nary view of known cave zones 
near the city of tulum. the outlines 
extend 250 meters from the line 
plots of known caves as of January 
2011. Unsurveyed side passages are 
expected to extend at least that far 
from the surveys. the government 
plans for tulum to expand greatly 
over the next ten years, including 
a new international airport. Source: 
Quintana roo Speleological Survey, 
www.caves.org/project/qrss/cmap 
.htm.

there are few really deep areas in 
the underwater caves of Quintana 
roo. One is The Pit in Dos Ojos, –119 
meters (AMCS Activities Newsletter 
24, pages 84–91), and another is the 
Blue Abyss, –72 meters, in the No-
hoch Nah Chich section of Sistema 
Sac Actun (number 20, pages 86–87). 
these two deep spots are not far 
apart. Cave divers have sought a con-
nection through shallower passages 
between Dos Ojos and Sac Actun 
for many years without success. 
Polish diver Krzysztof Starnawski, 
supported by irena Stangierska and 
Marek Klyta, did deep rebreather 
dives during March and April 2011 
seeking passages that might make 
the connection. He spent a week 
making sure it was possible to pass 
the breakdown at the bottom of 
the Blue Abyss, poking a camera 
through crevices and then pushing 
the chosen opening, eventually with 
a no-mount configuration, until find-
ing a huge passage. He calls the new 
route, which verifies that the Blue 
Abyss goes, tKM, an initialization 
of something in Polish that he claims 
is unprintable. [i vaguely remember 
those days when there were unprint-
able words in english.—ed.] next he 
turned his attention to the Pit, cul-
minating in a twelve-hour dive with 
1.5 hours bottom time at 100 meters 
depth to a new passage named 

Stairway to Heaven. Preparations 
for that dive took almost a week, 
repairing a decompression habitat, 
laying a phone line from the habitat 
to the surface, and placing stage 
bottles and a backup DPv. He plans 
to return to Mexico in September, 
when he expects additional drives 
in the Pit to reach the vicinity of the 
Blue Abyss. Source: www.cavediver.
net/forum/showthread.php/16079 
and /16117. Some information in 
Polish and many photographs are 
at dualrebreather.com.

Cave divers from the Česká spe-
leologická společnost (Czech Spe-
leological Society) continued their 
explorations in the K’oox Baal and 
Tux Kupaxa underwater caves in 
early March 2011. the caves have 
now reached 36743 meters and 

18951 meters in length, respectively, 
including both underwater and 
dry portions. As the caves are only 
meters apart, hopes are high for a 
connection. Source: Jim Coke.

el Centro investigador del Sistema 
Acuífero de Quintana roo A.C. is a 
Mexican Civil Association based in 
Playa del Carmen, Quintana roo. 
CINDAQ is able to receive tax-
deductible donations in Mexico. 
CinDAQ is also able to receive 
tax-deductible donations in the 
United States through the Friends of 
Mexican Development Foundation 
in new York City.

through innovative programs and 
partnerships CinDAQ:

• Provides underwater cave-
exploration expertise about the karst 
aquifer of Quintana roo, Mexico.


