
Sótano Kouachipetli
Sierra Negra

Puebla
Regards 73, p. 28, 2011

AMCS Activities Newsletter 34, p. 19, 2011

AMCS ACTIVITIES NEwSLETTER NUMBER 34

19

junction. During these explorations, 
more passages were surveyed in the 
southern part of the resumidero de 
Miquizco, and a fifth entrance was 
found.

One note of interest is that, thanks 
to the recent discoveries in Mama 
Mia, the new Miquizco system is 
now only 20 meters from the system 
Cueva del viento–Mama Mia. if they 
were to connect, the total length 
would reach 9.5 kilometers, with 
nine entrances.

various other minor caves, with 
lengths under 100 meters (Cueva de 
Victor, Pequeña Agonia, Embudo 
de Rancho Viejo, Ojo Escondido, 
Sótano del Sendero), gave a better 
understanding of the cave potential 
of the area.

Participants were members of 
Gruppo Speleologico Bergamasco 
le nottole, Speleo Club Orobico 
CAi Bergamo, Gruppo Grotte i tassi 
CAi Cassano, Gruppo Grotto Milano 
CAi Sem, with assistance from the 
Mexico City group UriOn.

Source: part of a short article in 
Speleologia 63, pages 79–80, by Al-
berto Buzio and Giogrio Pannuzzo, 
translated from italian for the AMCS 
by Yvonne Droms.

the Groupe Spéléo Alpin Belge 
(GSAB) returned to the Sierra negra 
in Puebla on their thirtieth anni-
versary of Mexico exploration. the 
results were rather disappointing, 
with only about 1000 meters of new 
passage mapped. their main objec-
tive was to continue exploration 
in Tepetzala, where in 2009 they 
had turned around at a 20-meter 
waterfall at 310 meters depth and 
4.5 km from the entrance. in 2009 
exploration teams went on eighteen-
hour trips from base camp, yet were 
able to actually explore for only two 
hours, so it was decided to set up 
an underground camp closer to the 
lead. the cave was rerigged, and a 
camp was established and stocked 
at –270 meters. the route through 
the two main breakdown piles was 
flagged, waterfalls were rigged 
downstream, and gear was hauled 
to the lead. Finally, the team tackled 
the virgin cascade. Bolting anchors 
was not possible due to fragile rock, 
so natural rigging had to be used to 
rebelay their way down the drop. 

At the bottom, the river plunged 
down another drop, 35 meters, then 
flowed down a large passage for a 
few meters until the walls narrowed 
and the ceiling met with the water. 
the sump is impenetrable, filled 
with sand and gravel. A couple of 
leads at the base of the pit ended 
in loops, and so tepetzala was sur-
veyed and derigged. the rest of the 
expedition was spent in exhausting, 
difficult hikes towards dark holes in 
the high karst, identified by way of 
Google earth, and in checking a lead 
in Cueva Natalia (number CO2). At 
–200 meters, after finding 250 meters 
of passage, the team stopped at a 
25-meter drop with loud sounds of 
falling water. Good air and its loca-
tion in relation to tepetzala indicate 
a potential connection with it, and 
this will be one of the objectives of 
the 2011 expedition. the other ob-
jectives will be the holes in the high 
plateau, which are suspected to be 
high entrances to the resurgence of 
Atlixicaya, which has been explored 
for 12 kilometers. Source: Summary 
by Yvonne Droms of article in French 
by richard Grebeude, Regards 73, 
november–December 2010, pages 
24–26. See also following item.

As a conclusion to the GSAB 
expedition in 2010, attempts were 
made to reach Google earth leads 
on a high plateau, dubbed Caves 1, 
2, 3, and 4. Cave 2, a 50-meter blind 
pit, was relocated, and new Cave 1, 
named Sótano Kouachipetli, was 
descended. it is described as deep, 
large, and beautiful; a few leads at its 
bottom ended immediately. Cave 4 
was not reached because of horrible 
vegetation and “death karst.” Source: 

Cumbre. Resumidero Ixtololo Atl 
was pushed to 2614 meters long and 
a depth of 510 meters at a sump. A 
dry passage taking off at about –400 
meters was partially explored and 
may provide a bypass to the sump. 
they plan to return in 2012. Source: 
Post to tlamaqui e-mail list by Omar 
Hernández, May 2, 2011. 

the original Spanish text of Gusta-
vo vela’s article on the El Santito 
2009 expedition (AMCS Activities 
Newsletter 33, pages 51–56), along 
with many illustrations, is on-line a 
number of places, among them www.
oztotl.com/ps/reports/Sistema 
_nogochl_1.pdf and revista.e-lte 
.com.mx/images/articulos/pdf/
nogochl.pdf. there is an article in 
French on the same expedition in 
SpéléOc 125, pages 14–16, 2010, avail-
able at www.comite-speleo-midipy 
.com/speleoc/revues/speleoc125 
.pdf. Source: Mark Minton.

Articles by Gustavo vela in 
Spanish about the 2007 and 2008 
Akemabis expeditions are avail-
able at revista.e-lte.com.mx/images 
/articulos/pdf/ocotempa.pdf and  
/akemabis-2008.pdf. english ver-
sions appear in AMCS Activities 
Newsletters 31, pages 27–36, and 32, 
pages 47–52. Source: Mark Minton.

Al warild’s photos from the Tres 
Quimeras expedition of the So-
ciété Québécoise de Spéléologie in 
March and April 2009 are on the 
web at http://home.exetel.com.au/
alw/3Q9/index.html.

A PDF file of the 3-D model of 
caves in the Akemabis/Akemati area 

“tzontzé 2010 (Mexique),” 
by David Gueulette, Benoit 
and Étienne letellier, and 
Serge Delaby, Regards 73, 
november-December 2010, 
pages 27–28.

the Grupo espeleológico 
Chicomóztoc returned to 
the community of Ojo de 
Agua in the Sierra negra 
in 2011. Cueva Cocohuastli 
was explored to a depth 
of 124 meters and length 
of 711 meters to its resur-
gence, el Gran Colector de la 


