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to the area. the δ18O record presented 
here has important implications for 
understanding the evolution of the 
north American Monsoon and cli-
mate in southwestern Mexico, as it 
represents one of the most detailed 
archives of climate variability for 
the area spanning most of the Ho-
locene.

Source :  Quaternary Research 
75: 104–113, 2011, doi:10.1016/j 
.yqres.2010.09.002. the source of the 
sample was Cueva del Diablo.

MiCHOACán
the authors, with many Polish 

colleagues from Silesian clubs and 
two Mexican cavers from Base Draco, 
explored caves in the Mexican state 
of Michoacán and at the southern 
margin of the Chihuahuan Desert 
during several expeditions in the 
years 2006–2010. the largest cave 
explored was Cueva Vinata, 3300 

meters long and terminating in 
sumps. Source: english summary 
of article by Jerzy Zygmunt and 
Damian Sprycha in Jaskinie–The Caves 
60 (third 2010 issue), www.sktj.pl/
epimenides/jaskinie/jask60.html. 
there is a map of Cueva vinata 
in AMCS Activities Newsletter 23, 
page 43.

nUevO león
ten cavers from four states (and 

one dog) returned to the mountains 
of nuevo león for the eleventh 
Proyecto Laguna de Sánchez ex-
pedition from June 26 to July 5, 
2010.  they set up base camp at the 
remote la Camotera plateau and 
were able to tag some previously 
mapped caves, dig both surface 
and in-cave leads, photo-document 
some of the nicer and larger caves in 
the area, and even map some new 
stuff during the first couple of days 

of the trip.  However, Hurricane 
Alex came inland to the Monter-
rey area about that time, dumping 
more than 1 meter of rainfall on the 
city and causing billions of dollars 
in flood damage. The cavers in the 
mountains were not much better 
off, being trapped in their tents for 
most of three days.  when the rains 
finally abated somewhat, they dis-
covered that the steep, narrow log-
ging roads that are barely passable 
in good conditions were now totally 
washed away in places and buried 
by landslides in others.  they packed 
up camp, secured their vehicles 
with a friendly local, and hiked 9 
kilometers over the mountains back 
to civilization, carrying only the 
barest essentials.  they were able 
to contact Monterrey caver erick 
González, who came to their rescue, 
piling the entire group (including the 
dog) and gear into a minivan and 


