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the skeleton in K’oox Baal. 
Radoslav Husák.

according to the Quintana roo Spe-
leological Survey’s web site.]

During one dive we discovered 
the skeleton of a large animal. this 
happened during a detailed sur-
vey on one of the last dives in the 
western part of the cave. it is an 
almost-complete skeleton lying on 
its side. the skull is 35 centimeters 
long and has substantial teeth. All 
the parts of the skeleton are covered 
by a thin layer of calcite, which has 
probably protected the skeleton from 
damage since the passage flooded. 
the animal had to live during the 
time when the cave was dry, prob-
ably during the last period of low 
sea level about eighteen thousand 
years ago. experts have examined 
photographs of the find. Professor 
Oldřich Fejfar of the science faculty 
at Charles University in Prague iden-
tified the skeleton as that of an extinct 
sloth of the family Megalonychidae. 
But Greg McDonald, natural history 
consultant from the Park Museum 

Management Program of the U.S. 
national Park Service, thinks it may 
be a new genus.

Also, one new cenote was found. 
the entrance serves its owners as 
a water source. with their permis-
sion, we made the first dive into 
this cenote, which is called Agua 
Guadalupana by the owners. After 
20 meters though a narrow, almost 

vertical rift, we got into larger pas-
sage. Step by step we discovered 
650 meters in the next few days and 
connected it to Sistema Joolis, which 
is now 5908 meters long.

From 2006 through 2008, the Czech 
Speleological Society’s four ex-

peditions spent fourteen weeks 
in Quintana roo and surveyed 25 


