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Unlike the two species of 
blind catfish that live at 
depths of up to 600 meters 
in the edwards Aquifer be-
low San Antonio, texas, 
these fish live at the top of 
the aquifer and have been 
found in five caves across 
the study area. these sites 
are in a north-south line 170 
kilometers long. there are 
anecdotal reports of blind 
fish being expelled from 
another occasional resur-
gence at the south end of 
the Sierra la rata, an iso-
lated plunging anticlinal 
ridge east of Monclova. Also 
known as el Hundido, this 
is normally a 50-meter pit to 
a bat-guano-covered sump. 
On 17 September 1988 Hur-
ricane Gilbert, the second 
most intense Atlantic storm 
on record, flooded Coahuila. 
local witnesses reported a 
tall fountainhead issuing 
from the pit and carrying 
white fish. Efforts to obtain 
fish from the sump in July 
2008 were unsuccessful. if P. 
phreatophila were confirmed 
at this site, it would suggest 
an aquifer extent of 270 ki-
lometers.

The edwards-trinity 
Aquifer of northeastern 

Coahuila contains recharge 
caves and springs that mir-
ror similar features in the 

same rock units in the edwards-
trinity Aquifer of texas. Most of the 
area remains unexplored for caves, 
but caves will play a crucial role in 
the understanding of this produc-
tive and increasingly important 
aquifer.
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Mexican blindcat Prietella phreatophila.


