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system is nearly 13 kilometers long, 
very impressive for a dry cave in 
Quintana roo. the modern explor-
ers include Otto von Bertrab, tania 
ramírez, and Gustavo vela. About 
700 meters of the system are the show 
cave, managed by Otto.

tania ramírez reports that the area 
of the cave is in serious danger. the 
cave lies under several ejidos, and the 
owners seem to be mostly interested 
in the monetary value of their land. 
Playa del Carmen is growing very 
rapidly, and some of the land has 
recently been zoned residential for 
forty houses per hectare. (if true, 
that would be sixteen houses per 
acre.) Some construction is already 
occuring over parts of the cave. 
Given the lack of legal protections 
and the culture of bribery in Mexico, 
the danger of pollution of the cave 
is high. Source: posts to tlamaqui 
e-mail list by Gustavo vela; post to 
iztaxochitla list by tania ramírez. 
A nice report by Donna and Simon 
richards of a visit to río Secreto 
is at www.cave-exploration.com/
riosecreto/riosecreto.htm.

SAn lUiS POtOSí
the spring 2008 issue of the Ca-

nadian Caver (numer 68) contains 
a report by Dan Green on the no-
vember 2007 trip to the Xilitla area 
that was the subject of an article 
on pages 79–86 in AMCS Actitities 
Newsletter 31.

A bulletin from the public rela-
tions people at UnAM contains an 
article about the blind Astyanax in 
San luis Potosí and tamaulipas, 
which are reported to be endangered 
by over-collecting and damage to 
their environment. Hugo reynosa 
rosales, an researcher at the UnAM 
institute of Biology, visited Cueva 
Chica in San luis Potosí and Cueva 
Pachón in tamaulipas and caves 
along the Río Micos in tamaulipas 
(it says; the río Micos is in SlP), 
encountering dramatic declines in 
population. the population in Cueva 
Chica was 540, compared to 8671 in 
1971. Source: www.dgcs.unam.mx/
boletin/bdboletin/2009_359.html.

texas cavers visited and surveyed 
in Cueva la Gloria and other nearby 
caves in the Aquismón vicinity in 
January 2010. An article on the trip 
appears in the Texas Caver 56(2)12–19, 
second quarter 2010.

On Sunday, March 14, 2010, there 
was an accident in very popular 
Cueva de la Puente in the Sierra 
de Álvarez. Apparently a member 
of a group that was leaving the cave 
by the badly deteriorated metal lad-
ders to the upper entrance was hit 
on the head by a falling metal bar. 
the victim had to be helped out of 
the cave by his companions. espe-
leo rescate México was notified, 
but they arrived to find the victim 
already on the surface. Source: report 
by Antonio Aguirre, translated by 
Fofo Gonzalez.

SOnOrA
in January 2010, a group of cav-

ers from southern California and 
tucson, Arizona, visited the reserva 
de la Biósfera El Pinacate y Gran 
Desierto de Altar in Sonora, Mexico. 
there are some lava caves close to a 
popular trail that goes to the top of 
Cerro Pinacate. the lava tubes are 
located in a patch of pahoehoe lava 
that is about 300 meters long by 200 
meters wide. The significant tubes 
were mapped. Pozo del Tecolote 
Blanco (33 meters deep) is the deep-
est spatter cone in a line of spatter 
cones located on the southern edge 
of the lava field. Cueva de Calaveras 
(153 meters long) and Cueva de Te-
quila (95 meters long) are aligned, 
and although they don’t connect, 
they are probably part of the same 
lava-tube system. Cholla Cave (29 
meters long) and Three Hole Cave 
(14 meters long) are also close to 
each other. Other caves were checked 
in the lava field, but no significant 
cave were found. there are some 
other known caves in the biosfera 
that deserve further investigation. 
Source: nancy Pistole.

tABASCO
villa luz Park Caves: Speleogen-

esis based on Current Stratigraphic 
and Morphologic evidence, by 
laura rosales-lagarde, Penelope 
J. Boston, Andrew Campbell, and 
Mike Pullin.


