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On 22 Janaury 2008, Arthur 
Meauxsoone (21) and Geraldine, 
Gael, and Stephan Girard were part 
of a six-person French and Belgian 
exploration and mapping expedition. 
Arthur was on an expected twenty-
hour mapping trip at the –400-meter 
level in Cueva El Gran Plano when 
he fell. the 5-meter fall broke one 
foot and injured his knee on the other 
leg. Arthur and his team self-rescued 

up to between –200 and –250 meters. 
they had traveled for more than 
thirty hours before Arthur crawled 
into a sleeping bag to rest.

teams from espeleo rescate Méx-
ico arrived and at one point had 
twenty-two members in three teams 
rigging. the rescue was slowed by 
tight meanders, where they took 
Arthur out of a stretcher and passed 
him by hand. Another obstacle was 

an 80-meter unstable pit, where a 
long tyrolean was required. they 
were able to complete the rescue 
effort on the fourth day. Source: 
American Caving Accidents 2007–2008 
(NSS News, February 2010, part 2). 
Also reported in “Mexico news” in 
AMCS Activities Newsletter 31.

A new cave in Puebla, Tipitcli, is 
reported to be 653 meters deep and 


