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trail visitors must pay the admission 
fee of Mex$40 and be out of the cave 
by closing time of 4 p.m.

Orion Knox prepared a poster-size 
map of the entrance room showing 
the tourist route. A smaller version 
of it is included in this issue. Orion’s 
equally detailed map of the entire 
main passage appeared as a foldout 
in AMCS Activities Newsletter 26.

OAXACA
During the nSS Cave Diving Sec-

tion’s annual workshop in May 2010, 
the US Deep Caving team received 
the section’s cave exploration award 

with the anchor, slicing off the rope. 
All four cavers were stranded at the 
bottom of the 35-meter drop, with 
Arthur hurt and with only Guy at 
the surface. After a hairy climb out 
of the pit, some membes of the team 
were able to exit, and a call for rescue 
was sent out to Belgian, French, and 
Mexican cavers. the ensuing rescue 
was successful, but a sad ending to 
an exciting expedition.

in February 2009, Arthur Meaux-
soone and six French/Belgian team-
mates returned to tipitcli. the cave 
was pushed to a length of almost 
1000 meters, and a depth of 658 
meters, where it became too tight 
to pursue. Source: article by richard 
Grebeude in Regards 71, summarized 
by Yvonne Droms.

the objective of the GSAB expedi-
tion of January 2009 was to continue 
working in two major caves found 
and explored in 2008. with only ten 
team members total and just three 
weeks in the field, not much progress 
was expected, but nevertheless the 
expedition was successful.

On the last day of the 2008 expe-
dition, what was then called C 081, 
a large cave with good potential to 
connect with Tepetzala, had been 
explored for 400 meters to a depth of 
150 meters, ending at a drop over a 
large descending passage with good 
air. The 2009 expedition first concen-
trated its efforts at C 081, renaming 
it Sumidero Natalia. the team 
followed the passage down until it 
teed into a 15-meter-diameter paleo 
stream passage. Downstream, explo-
ration stopped at a sump, and in the 
other direction, an easy upclimb with 
good air was encountered, which 
was left as a lead. Sumidero natalia 
is now over 1000 meters long and 
190 meters deep.

efforts then switched over to 
the Sumidero Tepetzala. The first 
200-meter pit series of the entrance 
area had to be rerigged before ex-
ploration could continue. One fossil 
gallery added over 500 meters of pas-
sage, ending at a sump and a climb. 
Another fossil passage yielded 250 
meters downstream and 80 meters 
upstream, ending at the base of a 
dome, which was not pursued on 
this expedition. A passage off of the 
80-meter pit in the entrance series 

An article on the grand opening 
of what is now officially Grutas de 
Bustamante appeared in AMCS 
Activities Newsletter 32, pages 66–69. 
At that time, it was reported that the 
state of Nuevo León had taken over 
management of the cave and that 
caving off of the tourist trails would 
no longer be permitted. As reported 
first the Nico Escamilla, the town of 
Bustamante is again managing the 
cave, and caving is allowed again, 
provided that permission is granted 
at the Comandancia de Policia. it 
would probably be a good idea to 
arrange this in advance of a trip. Off-

for the work done during its 
2009 J2 expedition. Jon lill-
estolen accepted the award 
on behalf of the USDCt.

PUeBlA
During a long hike in 

1983, Guy Meauxsoone 
discovered a region that 
was to become a Groupe 
Spéléo Alpin Belge (GSAB) 
working area, including 
the resurgences Atlixicaya, 
Coyolatl, and Xantilco. After 
a lapse of twenty-five years 
he continued prospecting 
by way of Google earth. 
Finding some interesting 
depressions, he returned in 
2007 to check them out. the 
following year, in January 
2008, Guy and four of his 
French/Belgian teammates, 
including his son Arthur 
Meauxsoone, returned to ex-
plore what Guy had found. 
the best results are Sótano 
Aguacate, whnich ends in 
a sump at –150 meters, and 
Hueholvastempa, a very 
large pit 200 meters deep 
with a vegetation-covered 
floor but no continuation. 
later in the expedition, at 
2450 meters elevation, a 
new cave was found. Tipit-
cli, with good air flow, led 
down to a large room at –350 
meters, and in the distance 
you could hear a stream. 
Unfortunately, during one 
last descent before return-
ing to France, Arthur fell at 
–300 meters when a piece of 
the wall broke off together 


