
Cueva del Chorro de Agua
Hacienda Los Remedios, Mpo. Jiménez

Chihuahua
AMCS Activities Newsletter 32, p. 122, 2009

AMCS ACTiViTiES NEWSLETTER NUMBER 32

122

Hundido is situated on the foothills 
leading up to the mountain range. 
i had been caving in the northern 
deserts for decades, yet surprises 
like this can still crop up. Pick any 
remote limestone range on the map 
and head out there, and something 
is liable to be waiting for you. i set 
aside my musings as we entered 
the rancho el Hundido. we drove 
through an abandoned field below 
a mesa that led up to the mountains 
looming to the west. Old furrows 
and lengths of irrigation pipe were 
what remained of attempts to eke 
produce out of the dusty desert. A 
short climb up onto the mesa led 
to the ranch house, which has an 
expansive view across the desert to 
the east, flat as the ancient Tethys 
Sea that once existed there. the 
famous desert springs of Cuatro 
Ciénegas lay 185 kilometers away, 
but what is in between is largely a 
mystery to me. 

Nice as the view was, our inter-
est was to the west, where we 

walked over to a windmill and the 
conglomeration of steel that had been 
erected over the pit. the entrance is 
situated on a flat-topped buttress that 
is bounded by shallow canyons com-
ing down from the mountains. Bare 
limestone leads up to the edge of the 
pit’s entrance, 20 by 25 meters across. 
On the north side there is a series of 
ledges as the pit drops through vari-
ous flat beds of limestone, narrowing 
the pit toward the south wall, where 
it is a sheer drop to the bottom. the 
rancher had built a platform over 
the pit to create a free drop down 
which to hang well pipe. Sections 
of steel pipe, perhaps 40 centimeters 
in diameter, had been welded in the 
shape of a t. where they intersect, 
there is a large diesel engine that 
operates a winch. two pipes hang 
down from the platform all the way 
to the bottom of the pit. From the 
entrance, piping leads across the 
surface back down to the old farm 
fields we’d passed. Standing on the 
platform, we could look down the pit 
and see the sky reflected off the water 
far below. next to us was the bucket, 
or capsula as they call it, which is used 

Bev Shade on the surface at el Hun-
dido. Peter Sprouse.


