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A

hundred kilometers
north of Palos Marías
is the small town of el Alcomún, Colima. it’s an
incredibly beautiful area,
and the people are equally
delightful. they speak their
own dialect, and most are
related. the town is too
small to have a mayor. the
comisario welcomed me.
He said we should consider ourselves guests of
the community and that
we were free to explore
any neighboring caves. He
added, “in Alcomún we are
all one big family. there is
no crime here.”
The first cave we visited
is Gruta de el Alcomún. it is

all walking passage and is popular
with adventurous teenagers. i had
heard about it years ago. it was said
to have hieroglyphic writing on the
walls. indeed that are what appear to
be cryptic symbols on the walls, but
on closer examination they appear
to be simply effects of erosion. there
were lots of bats, which frequently
flew into our faces. Considering
how well known the cave is, we
were pleased to observe no graffiti
or litter.
Our last cave was a 104-meter put
on the plateau east of el Alcomún. it
is a straight drop, with no sign of side
passages. the young man who took
us there said it had no name, so with
his consent i named it lirio, which is
what the locals call the orchids that
grow near its entrance.

Proyecto Palos Marías, Marzo 2008
Se exploraron y topografiaron cuevas pequeñas cerca
de Palos Marías, Michoacán, y el Alcomún, Colima.
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