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farmhand who knew about two 
caves in the volcanic hills he could 
take us to. As we hiked up the hill, 
we could look down upon laguna 
verde, Mexico’s only nuclear power 
plant. Both of the caves were basi-
cally shelters. The first one, Cueva 
Aguaje del Pájaro, had some inter-
esting fauna, including a lizard, a 
tarantula, and vampire bats. Hiking 
farther up the hill through lush veg-
etation, we reached Cueva de Gen-
eral vásquez, a high-ceilinged shelter 
with a few potsherds. As we hiked 
back down on a road, we caught a 
ride in a gold miner’s pickup truck. 
An American geologist was among 
the group, and we commented to 
him how nice it must be to be able 
to work in such a beautiful area, but 
he’d been there six months and was 
ready to go home.

we got lunch a little farther up 
the coast, at Boca de Andrea, where 
volcanic rocks meet the sea. A con-
versation with the waitress led us 
down to some sea caves that we 
were unable to enter due to high 
surf. Kayaks, PFDs, and helmets 
would be advisable here. 

the last cave of the trip was one 
i’d been to before, along the coast in 
northern veracruz. Cueva de tam-
pico Alto is in a highway road cut 
in an isolated area of limestone just 
south of tampico. Back in 2001 i’d 
been stopped at the entrance crawl 
by numerous vampire bats, so this 
time we would enter it at night. Paul 
got one body-length into the crawl 
before the ammonia was overpow-
ering, and the vampires were still 
numerous.

el istmo de tehuantepec y valle nacional
 

En abril de 2008 se exploraron y topografiaron varias cuevas 
en Oaxaca, primero en el sureste, alrededor de Zanatepec e 
ixtepec, y después en el norte, alrededor de San Juan Bautista 
valle nacional. la mayor cueva encontrada fue la Cueva del 
Arroyo Seco, con 689 metros de longitud.


